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Mark Lindsay
What it means to ‘be Anglican’ is once again 
on the agenda. With Mark Edington’s recent 
article in Church Times1,  the emergence 
of a schismatic Church of Confessing 
Anglicans in Aotearoa/New Zealand, and 
the rather clumsy attempt in October by the 
Archbishop of Sydney to suggest that some 
people ought simply leave the Anglican 
Church, the question of how one defines 
‘Anglican-ness’ is again up for grabs. 

This is hardly a new issue. As Rowan 
Strong has rightly noted, from the very first 
days of Henry VIII’s Church of England, 
right through to the controversies that have 
beset the global Communion in the last 
two decades, Anglican identity has always 
been contested.2   Nevertheless, that this 
has been a perennial question does not 
alter the fact that, at least in the Anglican 
Church of Australia, it is being asked afresh 
now with a very particular edge to it. The 
participation of some Australian bishops 
in the consecrations of Andy Lines (2017) 
and Jay Behan (October 2019), on the 
one hand, and the synodical approval of 
blessings for all properly-conducted civil 
marriages (Wangaratta, Vic, October 2019), 
on the other, have stretched Australian 
Anglican bonds of affection to their breaking 
point. And so, any attempt to answer the 
question, ‘What is Anglican Identity?’ is, in 
the present context, always at risk of falling 
into partisanship. Aware of the risk, let me 
nevertheless offer the following thoughts.

The nature of ecclesial identity usually 

coheres around three foci: liturgy, doctrine, 
and polity. Certainly, if one looks at the 
history of ecclesial division―whether it 
be Rome from Constantinople in 1054, 
Wittenberg from Rome in 1517, or the 
multiple fracturings of Protestantism in the 
decades after Luther’s protest―separations 
of Christians one from another, and the 
resultant articulation of new ecclesial 
identities, have always occurred around one 
or more of these three themes. 

And so, given the centrality of these foci for 
identity-formation, we might well ask: “Is 
Anglican identity about how we worship?” 
Stereotypes of common liturgical rites, 
choir stalls, cassocks, and Shakespearean 
collects, might tempt us to say… “Yes”. 
But we can do so, only if we recognise 
that St Peter’s Eastern Hill, Christ Church 
St Laurence, City on a Hill, and St Paul’s 
Carlingford, are all centres of Anglican 
worship, no matter how differently they do 
it. One can celebrate the Eucharist (and even 
call it the Mass!) in chasuble or choir dress, 
with incense or with Powerpoint, and be 
Anglican in each. Is, then, Anglican identity 
about what we believe? Again, to a degree, 
yes―and in some quarters, there is a push 
to make the ‘whats’ of our belief rather more 
tightly constrained, by requiring assent 
to the Jerusalem Declaration of 2008. But 
this, too, needs to be heavily qualified by a 
recognition―and here I side with Bishops 
John Parkes, Jeffrey Driver, and the late 
Stephen Sykes―that Anglicanism has 
historically not been a confessional tradition. 
Anglicanism has the equivalent of neither 

the Roman magisterium, nor the Lutheran 
Augsburg Confession, by which to codify its 
normative doctrine, the Thirty-Nine Articles 
occupying a rather more ambiguous place 
within Anglican doctrinal history.3  Rather, 
it has sought to hold together a diversity 
of theological and liturgical opinions 
and preferences―judging them by their 
‘Christlike-ness’, rather than their strict 
adherence to dogmatic propositions.4  If, 
then, these first two focal points help us 
only under strict caveats, are we aided any 
further if we suggest that Anglican identity 
is about our structures of governance? 
Probably not! Not since the creation of the 
non-juring Scottish Episcopal Church in the 
late seventeenth century has Anglicanism 
been universally established. Moreover, 
since the first decade of the new millennium, 
the unifying capacity of the Instruments 
of Communion has been undermined by 
GAFCON provinces that refuse any longer 
to recognise their legitimacy. Similarly, 
while we may in theory be ‘episcopally-led 
and synodically-governed’, boundaries of 
episcopal jurisdiction are, with increasing 
frequency, being trammelled. Even the 
diocese, as the most basic unit of Anglican 
polity,5  is at risk of being marginalised in 
favour of the parish or congregation. 

It seems, then, that we are at a definitional 
and identity impasse. Perhaps ‘Anglicanism’ 
is now so hopelessly muddled that in fact 
Mark Edington is correct―its use-by-date 
as a descriptor of any coherent tradition has 
passed. 

I, for one, don’t want to give it up that easily. 

 On     Anglican Identity

1 M. Edington, ‘Be careful who you call “Anglican”’, Church Times, 8 November 2019.
2 R. Strong, ‘Series Introduction’, The Oxford History of Anglicanism, Volume I. Reformation and Identity, c.1520-1662, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017), xvii-xviii.
3 The Thirty-Nine Articles are neither a creed nor a confessional document, and have always been interpreted variously―by some along distinctly Reformed lines, and by others in a more 
catholic fashion. St John Henry Newman, for example, even before he joined the Roman Catholic Church, interpreted them along the lines of the Council of Trent. Similarly, in the Episcopal 
Church of the USA, the Articles appear within the American BCP in the section entitled ‘Historical Documents’.
4 The Rt Rev’d John Parkes, Presidential Address, https://www.wangaratta-anglican.org.au/presidential-address-synod-2019/ . See also J. Driver, A Polity of Persuasion: Gift and Grief of 
Anglicanism, (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2014), 4; S. Sykes, The Integrity of Anglicanism, (London: Mowbrays, 1978). 
5 The Constitution of the Anglican Church of Australia, Part II. The Government of the Church. Chapter III. The Bishops ¶7.
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For one thing, even as early as Richard 
Hooker’s day, Anglicans were marked by 
their ‘harmonious dissimilitude’, more than 
by their uniformity.6  But to what might we 
look for an identity matrix, if not to those 
three foci of liturgy, doctrine, and polity? 
I think we can look to those things―
but as aspects that mutually inform one 
another, rather than as elements that exist 
in distinction. That is to say, Anglican 
identity is not in how we worship, or what 
we believe, or how and by whom we are 
governed, if we look to those things in 
isolation from each other. Rather, our 
‘Anglican-ness’ is in recognising the how 
of our belief-making; we are, that is to say, 
fundamentally informed by what I might call 
an ‘incarnational liturgics of doctrine and 
governance’. Let me try to explain, briefly, 
what I mean.

Anglicans are thoroughly Prosperian.7  How 
we pray is how we believe (legem credendi 
lex statuat supplicandi). This, surely, is 
the right way around. As John Macquarrie 
recognised back in 1966, doctrine, and 
even governance, emerge for us from 
our participation within a community of 
worship.8  Whatever binds us together 
as Anglicans, therefore, is formed out of 
our―individual and collective―experience 
of God. But this means, in my view, that 
our identity is formed incarnationally, for 
we gather, and are gathered by―through 
Word and Sacrament―the risen Christ. In 
Stephen Sykes’ view, this manner of being 
gathered by Christ happens, for Anglicans, 
in ‘a particular way of interrelating Scripture, 
common worship and doctrine in the service 
of the unity of the church.’9  Precisely as 
the risen Christ, however, Jesus meets 
us―not as a static proposition or fixed 
principle―but as the living Lord whom we 
encounter in the ‘historical particularity’ of 
our various contexts.10  Consequently, while 
Anglicans share an inheritance of faith―a 
commitment to the scriptural authority of 

the Old and New Testaments; lineages to 
common liturgies and formularies of faith; 
and a recognition of episcopal governance 
in apostolic succession―those elements 
have always been enacted, and exegeted, in 
different ways and different contexts. That 
is, the interrelation of Scripture, liturgy, 
and doctrine happens variously, and 
contextually, in our worshipping encounter 
with the resurrected Christ. Variety and 
alteration, as indeed was sanctioned by the 
Preface to the Book of Common Prayer of 
1662! 

For Anglicans, in other words, tradition 
and Scripture are important, but they are 
not everything, in isolation―they are 
ever anew interpreted within the bounds 
of a theological exegesis of the prevailing 
culture. On the flip-side, the prevailing 
culture is not everything―it is, however, 
a crucial lens through which to read our 
Scriptures and traditions, so that they do 
not themselves turn into ossified parodies.

There is, that is to say, an Anglican 
flavour of worshipping, believing, and 
being governed―a flavour that honours 
the interplay of Scripture, tradition, and 
reason; and of doctrine, liturgy, and polity. 
But it is, perhaps, no more than that. Just 
as Jesus himself gathered a strange and 
diverse community around himself and 
his table, the gift of Anglicanism is that it 
also holds together a divergent array of 
doctrinal positions and liturgical practices 
that each, in their way, reflects a shared 
lineage. That diversity is inevitable, given 
the permission that Anglican hermeneutics 
gives to contextual exegesis. The challenge 
that Anglicanism faces, however, is that 
there are moves afoot to dogmatise some 
positions over against others, and so 
to declare certain ways of believing and 
worshipping to be beyond the Anglican pale. 
This would be folly. It would rend asunder 
the fabric of ‘harmonious dissimilitude’ so 

championed by Hooker, and repudiate the 
generous contextual hermeneutic that has 
been embedded within Anglicanism since 
at least 1662. But more than that, it would 
deny the rich yet strange variety of the 
community that Jesus has always gathered 
around himself.  

The Rev’d Professor Mark Lindsay is the 
Joan F.W. Munro Professor of Historical 
Theology and Deputy Dean at Trinity 
College Theological School, Melbourne.

6 Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity, III.11.8.
7 St Prosper of Aquitaine (390-455). 
8 J. Macquarrie, Principles of Christian Theology, (London: SCM Press, 1966), 1-2.
9 S. Sykes, ‘The Anglican Character’, in I. Bunting (ed), Celebrating the Anglican Way, (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1996), 23.
10 Driver, 4. 
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Advent & 
Christmas
at St James’

Sunday 1 December  7:30pm   Advent Carols Service

Wednesday 18 December 1:15pm  Lunchtime Lessons & Carols
      6:30pm  Candlelight Carol Service

Thursday 19 December  6:30pm  Candlelight Carol Service

Sunday 22 December  7:45am Holy Eucharist
      9:00am Parish Eucharist 
        with Children’s Pageant

      11:00am Choral Eucharist
      7:30pm  Nine Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve Tuesday 24 December
      6:00pm Christingle
      10:30pm  Night Eucharist of the Nativity

Christmas Day Wednesday 25 December
      7:45am Sung Eucharist of the Nativity
      10:00am  Choral Eucharist of the Nativity

w: sjks.org.au | t: 8227 1300
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Incarnational Reading
George Westhaver

When E B Pusey, Regius Professor of 
Hebrew at the University of Oxford preached 
at the parish church of Clifton, Bristol on 
Christmas Day in 1846, he was greeted 
by some with a distinct lack of Christmas 
cheer. One local writer described him as ‘a 
ravening wolf from the banks of the Isis’ 
and a more friendly commentator noted 
that some seemed almost disappointed 
that he displayed ‘no horn or cloven hoof’. 
It was Pusey’s role as one of the leaders 
of the Oxford Movement that lay behind 
these different interpretations. For some, 
John Henry Newman’s conversion to 
Roman Catholicism in 1845 revealed what 
they had long suspected, that the Oxford 
Movement represented an unscriptural 
and ‘romanizing’ threat to the life of 
the Church of England. For others, the 
emphasis which Pusey and his colleagues 
placed on the Church as the body of Christ, 
the sacraments, and episcopacy, as well 
as ideas and devotional practices shaped 
by the early and medieval Church, were 
necessary parts of a renewal of fruitful 
spiritual life and the call to holiness.  

Whatever conclusions one reaches 
about the Oxford Movement, it would be 
incorrect to assume that Pusey and his 
colleagues were not serious readers of 
the Bible. Pusey is known especially for 
teaching the Real Presence of Christ in 
the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. But 
he also taught a kind of ‘real presence’ 
of Christ, not only in the sacramental 

or allegorical way that one finds in many 
of the early interpreters of the Bible, the 
Church Fathers. Pusey urges the reader of 
the Bible not to rest with an examination of 
the plain or historical sense of a passage, 
the meaning of ‘words and phrases … 
which is required for the mere context’, 
but rather to seek ‘a treasure which God 
has deposited in Scripture below the 
surface’. This treasure is the Son of God, 
pre-existent, Incarnate, and glorified, in 
whom all the varied meanings of Scripture 
meet, ‘the Sun and centre of the system, 
our Incarnate LORD’. So, for example, 
when we read the history of the patriarch 
Joseph, we see a demonstration of the 
providence of God, in the way that the 
evil of Joseph’s brothers is turned to 
good. But we also have a history which 
both foreshadows the life of Christ who 
is betrayed by his brothers, thrust into the 
pit of death, raised up to save a people, 
and to feed them with the bread which 
endures. Joseph is not simply a prophecy 
of the life of Christ and the Church, but 
also a revelation which enables us to probe 
more deeply the mystery of Christ and the 
Church.

Responding to the criticism that this 
approach betrayed the principles of 
the Reformation, Pusey argued that ‘a 
Reformed Church must be a student of 
Scripture, and a Catholic Church must 
add to the study of Scripture that of 
ecclesiastical antiquity’.4  For him, the via 

elements, but also, in a different way, in 
the lettered body of the Scriptures.1 For 
Pusey, Christ takes on flesh not only in 
the Incarnation, but in the Bible: which 
is also ‘a living and true Body, which it 
hath pleased God to take, in order to be 
accessible to us; and wherein alone we can 
see Him “Full of grace and truth”’. 2  The 
Bible in its very human character appears 
to be a frail and imperfect vehicle for such 
a vocation―in what some describe as folk 
histories inhabited by flawed heroes, a 
jumble of styles and books, clashing ideas 
and narratives. However, precisely in this 
way, in its apparent weakness, in bearing 
the marks of suffering and all-too-human 
life, this lettered body is like the Incarnate 
Christ, like ‘the personal appearance of 
Him, who had in man’s sight “no form or 
comeliness”’ that we should esteem Him. 
It is in the light of the resurrection that 
the frail figures shine more transparently 
with heavenly revelation, and we recognise 
the light of the transfiguration in the 
lettered body which it pleased God to 
take.3  For Pusey reading the Bible was 
not just a way of learning about God, but 
a kind of sacramental communication, 
both a sanctifying reading and a form of 
participation in the mystery of Christ.

One of the most controversial parts of 
this approach was Pusey’s insistence that 
a proper apprehension of the meaning of 
the Incarnation comes along with reading 
the Bible in the typological, sacramental, 

1 ‘God has appointed, as it were, a sort of sacramental union between the type and the archetype …God has joined them together, and man may not and cannot put them asunder’. (L23)  
Reading the bible is not just a way of learning about God, but a kind of sacramental communication. In Keble’s words, ‘the letter’ is ‘clothed with the wrappings of carnal sacraments, or tokens; 
but if you once come to its marrow, it nourishes and satisfies’. For the Tractarians, seeking the treasure and the meanings which are both revealed and concealed in the Bible, is a kind of trial, a 
spiritual or ascetic exercise, which embodies the movement of the soul, the Church, and the created order toward God, beginning and end of all the senses.  The movement from the surface or 
the letter to the higher, deeper, or spiritual meaning is another form of participation in the mystery of Christ. It is a sanctifying reading.
2 (Westhaver 2012, 188)
3 Once again, the truth that is mystically made known for Pusey and for his colleagues, Christ’s mystical revelation in Holy Scripture, his mystical body in the Eucharist, and the great and all-
embracing mystery of God manifest in the flesh, the Incarnation, were different elements of the same mystery, that together constitute the life of the mystical Body of the Church (Westhaver 
2012, 179)
4 Liddon, ibid.
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media of the Church of England was not 
a half-way house inhabited by a people of 
lukewarm faith, but rather ‘the “old path” 
of the Primitive Church, after whose model 
our own was reformed’.

Pusey argued that to emphasise a 
historical interpretation based on objective 
standards, or even to insist on the principle 
of sola scriptura, scripture alone, as 
opposed to the principle of the sufficiency 
of scripture, usually conceals that way 
in which none of us derives our ‘faith 
immediately and exclusively from Holy 
Scripture’.5 Rather, ‘the only real question 
is, from whom, under God’s guidance, we 
shall learn the meaning of those Scriptures, 
from ancients or from moderns’  In arguing 
for a recovery of the practice that looked 
for Christ not only in direct prophecy, but 
also in the people, institutions, or even 
words where the interpreters of the early 
Church found him, was not to place the 
Fathers above Holy Scripture, but rather 
to argue for one class of interpreters over 
another, and those being the ones who in 
his view displayed more consistency with 
Scripture.  

Pusey’s incarnational or sacramental 
approach to the reading of the Bible is not 
a matter of historical curiosity only. Rather 
it addresses theological and practical 
problems which exercise contemporary 
scholars. Both evangelicals and catholics 
lament the divisions one finds between 
theology and exegesis, or between 
doctrine and spirituality; schism where one 
might expect unity. The theologian John 
Webster argued that it is often forgotten 
‘that Christian theology is at its heart an 
exegetical discipline’. From a different 
perspective, the Orthodox theologian 
Andrew Louth emphasises that ‘thought 
about God and the movement of the heart 
towards God’, theology and prayer, belong 
together. In arguing for a radical or all-

encompassing view of the Incarnation 
which embraces not only what we say 
about the human and divine in Christ, 
but how we live as disciples of Christ or 
read the Bible, Pusey and his colleagues 
also address matters of contemporary 
concern and offer a path to holistic life in 
Christ, even if this path will not be without 
controversy. 

The Rev’d Dr George Westhaver is 
Principal of Pusey House, Oxford.

As crowds file in for Midnight Mass, 
Alabare

Candles light up ancient Santo Domingo de Oaxaca;
Alabare

Sleepy children nestle warm in loving arms,
Alabare

And we learn to sing, in simple Spanish, 
Alabare

Old carols, and some new ones.
Alabare a mi Senor

In Mexico, as everywhere, Christmas is for children
Alabare

And also for the child in all of us;
Alabare

For it is the Child of Bethlehem 
Alabare

Who greets us here and lights in us a candle 
Alabare

To show us to ourselves.
Alabare a mi Senor

Noche de paz, noche de amor
claro sol, brillo ya
y los angeles cantando estan:
gloria a Dios, Gloria al rey eternal
duerme mi nino Jesus
duerme mi nino Jesus

Margaret Johnston
5 Pusey to Bishop of Oxford on Romanism, 11. 

Feliz Navidad
Image: Simon Anders (Images for Business)
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Bicentenary for
Andrew Sempell
In the 1810s, the colony of New South 
Wales began to gain some political, 
economic and social stability. The new 
Governor, Lachlan Macquarie, therefore 
set about building the infrastructure for a 
growing community. Macquarie also had 
a concern for the good order and morality 
of society. He and his wife Elizabeth 
sought to emancipate convicts, establish 
social institutions, and encourage the 
observance of Sunday worship. To achieve 
this, however, Sydney needed a second 
church after St Philip’s, Church Hill.

Macquarie’s plans were ambitious! 
He planned to build a grand church in 
George Street to become a cathedral, and 
there were many other significant public 
structures proposed, including what is 
now St James’ Church. The building was 
originally intended to be a courthouse, 
with a school beside it. 

Commissioner Bigge, however, had been 
sent by the British Government to review 
the mounting costs of running the colony. 
Macquarie’s plans were reigned in; the 
grand church in George Street was not 
to be, the courthouse became a church, 
and the school became a courthouse. On 
7 October 1819, a little over two hundred 
years ago, Macquarie and Bigge stood 
together in the vicinity of St James’ to lay 
a foundation stone. Macquarie wrote in his 
diary: 

‘At 2pm the Commissioner and the 
Lieutenant Governor and the Judges, 
with a great many other gentlemen, 
accompanied me to the site of the new 
Courthouse in Hyde Park, for the purpose 
of laying the foundation stone thereof. 
Which ceremony being performed, we 
then proceeded to the convict barracks 
to inspect it and see the men at dinner, 

with all of which the Commissioner 
expressed himself highly gratified.’

St James’ was designed by convict architect 
Francis Greenway and built by convict 
labour using locally made bricks, and 
native timber. Construction commenced 
in 1820 and the first service was held 
for the workers in 1822. The church was 
completed in 1823 and finally consecrated 
by the Reverend Samuel Marsden on 11 
February 1824. It became the Governors’ 
church, and over time hosted many vice-
regal weddings, baptisms, funerals and 

important civic events. It also served as 
Bishop Broughton’s Cathedral, established 
schools and colleges, and is now the oldest 
church building in the City of Sydney.

A special service to commemorate the 
laying of the foundation stone, was held 
on Sunday 6 October. It featured the St 
James’ Choir and Orchestra performing 
Haydn’s Creation Mass in the presence 
of the Governor, Her Excellency the 
Honourable Margaret Beazley AO QC. The 
preacher was a former parishioner and 
Archbishop of Perth, the Most Reverend 

The Most Rev’d Peter Carnley, Her Excellency the Honourable 
Margaret Beazley AO QC, and The Rev’d Andrew Sempell. 

Image: Michelle Haywood
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Peter Carnley AC. The following day a 
Bicentenary Celebratory Event was held 
in Queen Square, which included music, 
drama, bell ringing, recitations and prayers 
to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the 
laying of the foundation stone.

More recently, a very successful gala dinner 
was held in the church on 15 November. 
The Official guests included Her Excellency 
the Governor, the Honourable Shayne 
Mallard MLC representing the Premier, 
the Honourable Andrew Bell Acting Chief 
Justice, Archbishop Glenn and Mrs Dianne 
Davies. The guest speaker was musician 
and broadcaster Christopher Lawrence. 
The dinner also provided the opportunity to 
fundraise for the new Dobson Pipe organ 
that is to be installed in 2022.

Because of the recognition of Christ’s 
presence in humanity and God’s desire to 
bring people into the Kingdom, St James’ 
Church has created significant ministries 
in worship, mission, music, education, 
spirituality, ethics, and welfare support to 
homeless and young people. It has also 
become a place of advocacy for church 
and social reform, especially in the areas of 
women’s ministry, the inclusion of people 
of differing sexualities, and care of the 
homeless, refugees and asylum seekers. 

In all of this, the people of St James’ 
wish to serve Christ through an honest 
engagement with Scripture, tradition and 
reason that informs how we are to live in 
everyday life, in a ‘classically Anglican’ 
way.

The Rev’d Andrew Sempell is Rector at 
St James’.

Sydney’s Oldest
           Church

Orchestral Mass, 6 October 2019 
Image: Michelle Haywood

On 16 October 2019, Independent Member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich MP, gave a Community Recognition Statement to the 
Legislative Assembly of the NSW Parliament to celebrate the Bicentenary and to recognise St James’ 200 years of contributions to 

the religious, civil and artistic life of Sydney.
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St James’ Bicentenary Celebrations:
Sunday 6 October 2019
7:45am   Said Eucharist
10:00am  Orchestral Mass Commemorating the 200th Anniversary of the Laying of the Foundation Stone
  President and Preacher: The Most Rev’d Dr Peter Carnley
  Guests of Honour: The Governor of NSW, Her Excellency The Honourable Margaret Beazley AO QC, and Mr Dennis Wilson
  Setting: Haydn - Creation Mass (‘Schöpfungmesse’)
  Post-Service Refreshments served in the Covered Courtyard
  (Images: Michelle Haywood)

Image: Brooke Shelley
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Due to increased postage and printing costs, we need to charge a fee to cover the cost of sending out copies of Parish 
Connections. We have the following subscriptions available:

To be put on the mailing list or to purchase a Parish Subscription, please call the office on 8227 1300  
or email office@sjks.org.au

•  Individual: $20  
(6 issues per year; includes postage)

•  Parish/Institution Bi-Monthly:  
$50 (20 copies of one issue, includes postage)

•  Parish/Institution Yearly:  
$300 (20 copies of 6 issues, includes postage)

SUBSCRIPTIONS

CONNECTIONS

C O N N E C T I O N S

CONNECTIONS

c o n n e c t i o n s

CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS

Connections

Connections

Connections

Connections

Connections

  

 

COMMEMORATING  
THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY  
OF LAYING THE  
FOUNDATION STONE 
 
SUNDAY, 6 OCTOBER 2019  
10:00 am 

As Sydney’s oldest church, St James’ is a place of soul-stirring 
worship, challenging preaching, and fine music. We are a 
progressive community that welcomes all people regardless of 
age, race, sexual orientation or religion. We also acknowledge the 
traditional custodians of the land on which we worship - the 
Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. 

St James’ Anglican Church 
173 King Street, Sydney 

(opposite Hyde Park Barracks) 
For more information visit  

www.sjks.org.au 
or call 8227 1300 

CHORAL EUCHARIST  
 
 

ORCHESTRAL MASS: 
 

HAYDN – SCHÖPFUNGSMESSE 
 

‘CREATION MASS’ IN B-FLAT MAJOR 

Picture: St James' Church in 1836, lithograph. Robert Russell,  
printed by John Gardiner Austin. 

Image: Brooke Shelley
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Sue Mackenzie
The scent of eucalyptus smoke wafted 
over Queen’s Square as about 150 people 
sat outside the Supreme Court building 
on the corner of Phillip and King Streets, 
Sydney, focussed on the memorial to 
Francis Greenway. It was 11:00am on 
Monday 7 October, 2019. As we watched, 
listened and mused, a member of the First 
Peoples of Australia explained the Smoking 
Ceremony. Themes of grace and cleansing 
resonated in his words, taking us from the 
tree which had provided the wood to the 
smoke and ash produced by the fire. The 
Gadigal people of the Eora nation are the 
traditional owners of the land on which St 
James’ Church stands, and the Welcome to 
Country as well as the Smoking Ceremony, 
reminded us of our relatively recent tenure 
of this land: 200 years to the day since the 
Foundation Stone of the Church was laid, a 
mere blip in the long history of over 60 000 
years of First Peoples’ occupation.

 After the Smoking Ceremony, the Rector’s 
Welcome, and a song by The St James’ 
Singers introducing us to the convict 
era, came a dramatic interlude. Here 

we eavesdropped on the conversation 
between two European settlers from the 
early 1800s, one the architect Francis 
Greenway and the other a brickmaker, as 
they discussed what should be built on 
this corner of Macquarie and King Streets, 
then part of Hyde Park. Should it be a pub, 
a courthouse, or a church? Should it be 
built from brick or stone? Wouldn’t it be 
better if the convicts who were to do the 
work lived nearby, rather than in their 
own homes as was the custom at the 
time? This light-hearted, humorous sketch 
perfectly captured the spirit of this larrikin 
period in Australia’s history. Christopher 
Waterhouse in his few comments 
complemented this well when he told us 
that Francis Greenway, a convicted forger, 
was the only criminal in the world to have 
his face on a nation’s legal tender. (His face 
and the spire of St James’ Church were 
featured on the old $10 bill.)

The Rector presented a short speech, 
which followed a performance of songs 
and music from the early 1800s, beautifully 
reminding us of the music enjoyed by the 
convicts and settlers alike. Our musicians 
included a quartet of violin, cello, flute 
and clarinet, and singers from mainly The 
St James’ Singers together with some 

members of The St James’ Choir. The 
Rector told us how the first church service 
in St James’ took place in 1822, when the 
building was still under construction, and 
the service was for the convict builders.  

We were reminded that Macquarie’s grand 
plan had been for a courthouse with a 
school nearby and a lavish cathedral in 
George Street. But this needed to be revised 
in the face of Commissioner Bigge’s report 
on the financial state of the Colony; a case 
of ‘What man proposes, God disposes’ or 
as the NRSV puts it: ‘The human mind may 
devise many plans, but it is the purpose of 
the Lord that will be established.’ (Proverbs 
19:21). The courthouse became St James’ 
Church, with a courthouse next door, 
and the school was moved further away. 
And the cathedral? That just had to wait, 
although St James’ fulfilled the function 
for a few years. What about the convicts? 
They lived in the Convict Barracks across 
the road, while they built the church mainly 
from bricks, with Francis Greenway as the 
architect. 

And then the bells began. Beginning at 
noon, eight bellringers rang a full peal 
using the method, St James the Great 
Delight Major  lasting about 3 hours. This 
sounded very joyous as I walked past in 

St James’ Bicentenary



13

December 2019-January 2020

the early afternoon after refreshments in 
the Quiet Garden. As the Rector said when 
he invited us all to this: “St James’ loves a 
party!” No doubt there will be many more 
in the next few years as we continue to 
celebrate the events from 200 years ago. 

In fact, on the day before, at 10:00am 
inside St James’ Church, we had rightly 
begun our bicentenary celebrations with 
a fabulous Orchestral Mass by Joseph 
Haydn (1732-1809): Schöpfungsmesse. 
This ‘Creation Mass’ in B-flat major 
transported us to a place of joy and delight 
as we listened to the familiar words of 
the liturgy. The few hundred people 
present sang the hymns fervently, took 
part in Communion reverently and prayed 
together, and so gave the glory to God. We 
asked that God would continue to bless St 
James’ Church and ‘give us the grace to 
walk together in the unity of Christ Jesus’. 
Following this, we continued to rejoice 
together with lunch in the Crypt and the 
Covered Courtyard, the food and drink 
having been provided by members of the 
three Sunday congregations. 

Sue Mackenzie is a parishioner at  
St James’.
(Images: Brooke Shelley)

Celebrations 6-7 October
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Bicentenary 15 November

Gala Dinner
Images: Simon Anders (Images for Business)
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Shayne Mallard MP presenting Robert Marriott with 
a pledge from the NSW Government
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The St James' Foundation 

Christine Bishop LLB (Syd) FAICD, Chairman 

The current Board of Directors 
invites you to support the 

dynamic resource for St James' 
by way of donation or bequest. 

The St James' Foundation Limited 
ABN 94 087 665 192 

The St James' Foundation Ltd is a company limited by guarantee and is 
the trustee of two charitable trusts, the St James' Music Foundation 

and the St James' Church Building and Property Foundation. 

Christine Bishop LLB (Syd) FAICD (Chairman), 
Graham Smith (CEO), Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM KStJ, 

Robert Cameron JP, Daniel Ferguson JP and Gregory West CA 
are directors of the Foundation. 

The St James' Music Foundation 
ABN 81 868 929 941 

The object of the Music Foundation is: 
To provide financial and other assistance to enable the production 

and performance of sacred and secular music with a particular focus on 
choral and pipe organ music along with other expressions of the 

creative and performing arts. 

The Music Foundation allows two kinds of donations; those towards 
the capital fund, which is invested to provide annual distributions to the 
Parish. The second kind of donation can be to particular reserves, like the 

organ restoration/rebuilding fund, scholarships, production of CDs or 
other reserves that meet with the requirements of the Foundation and the 
needs of the Parish. Donations to the Music Foundation are tax deductible. 

The St James' Church Building and 
Property Foundation 

ABN 90 665 163 627 

The object of the Building and Property Foundation is to provide 
financial assistance to St James for the restoration, preservation, 

maintenance, improvement, enhancement and upkeep of the Church 
building, its fixtures, fittings and ornaments. The Building Foundation 
is principally a capital fund, the income of which is distributed to the 
parish. Donations to the Building Foundation are not tax deductible. 

The two Foundations have provided well over two million dollars, in 
distributions to the Parish of St James over the past 13 years. 

Donation form for: 
The St. James' Building and Property Foundation 
ABN 90 665 163 627 
The St. James' Music Foundation 
ABN 81 868 929 941 

Directors: 
Christine Bishop LLB (Syd) FAICD 
Graham Smith 

Chairman 
CEO 

Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM, KStJ 
Robert Cameron JP 
Daniel Ferguson JP 
Gregory West CA 

Name 

Phone 

Mobile 

Address 

•····· ......................................... Postcode ................... .. 

Email 

Please accept my donation to the 
Capital Fund of the Music Foundation 

$ .............................. . 
Please accept my donation to the 
Current Activities Fund of the 
Music Foundation 

$ .............................. . 
Please accept my donation to the 
Organ Replacement & Restoration Fund 
of the Music Foundation 
$ .............................. . 
Please accept my donation to the 
Capital Fund of the Building Foundation 

$ .............................. . 
Please draw cheques to the 
St James' Music Foundation or □ 
The St James' Building Foundation and forward to: 
The Treasurer, Unit 2702/5 York St, Sydney 2000 

OR 
Direct Bank Transfer (electronic payment) to: □ WBC- BSB 032 007 / Acc. No.181314 
OR 
Please debit my: □ visa D Mastercard 

Card No . 

Exp. Date ............................ / .......................... .. 

Signature .................................................................................... . 

□ Please send me information (to the above address) of how I 
might include a bequest for The St. James' Music 
Foundation or The St. James' Building Foundation in my will. 
All donations to The St. James' Music Foundation 
over $2.00 are tax deductible.
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The Uluru statement is asking for 
recognition of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples as the first 
inhabitants of Australia. The statement 
is asking for this recognition to be in the 
Australian Constitution. No recognition 
was given in 1901 when the Constitution 
was drawn up bringing the States together 
as a Commonwealth. Over the years since 
1788 there have been numerous attempts 
to bring recognition and inclusion of 
our First Nations Peoples. As the Uluru 
Statement states:

In 1967 we were counted,  
 in 2017 we seek to be heard. 
In the last edition of St James’ Connections 
Sarah Dillon, who is a lawyer and 
parishioner of St James’, wrote an article 
about ‘The Voice’. The Uluru Statement 
also talks about Treaty and Truth. This 
article will move on to explore the concepts 
of Treaty and Truth.

ANTaR (Australians for Native Title and 
Reconciliation) have defined Treaty as ‘an 
agreement’. They go on to say: 

Treaty is a legally binding settlement 
involving two or more parties, nations, 
groups, organisations or interests. 
Treaty is reached after a process of 
negotiation and not merely consultation. 
Consultation can be understood as a 
one-way process. Negotiation, on the 
other hand, involves parties coming to 
the table as equals working towards a 
mutually beneficial resolution. Treaty 
can also be called a Settlement, 
Agreement, Pact, Accord, Covenant or 
Compact. Regardless of name, they 
all bind parties together in agreement, 
outline their rights and obligations, and 

define the ‘rules’ of their relationship. 
Throughout history, nations have 
formed treaties with the Indigenous 
peoples of the lands they colonised. 
New Zealand, Canada and the United 
States are examples. Australia as a 
nation, however, has never ‘treated’ 
with its First Nations. 

Australia stands alone from other First 
World nations as having no agreement 
or treaty with the peoples who had lived 
in Australia for at least 65,000 years. In 
fact, the British who brought the overflows 
from their gaols to Australia in 1788, said 
that it was terra nullius (‘no-one’s land’), 
which meant there was no one for them to 
have to make a treaty with. But in 1992, the 
High Court ruled in the Mabo case that the 
classification of Australia as ‘terra nullius’ 
had been wrong. 

Professor Mick Dodson, NT Treaty 
Commissioner has said:

We as a nation must come face to 
face with our dark and traumatic 
history. We must confront the impact 
of colonisation and begin the process 
of acknowledgment, recognition and 
healing... Anyone who has listened 
to me talk publicly knows that I am 
concerned with what I call ‘unfinished 
business’. A Treaty is a good place to 
start with addressing this unfinished 
business. 

When the word Treaty is spoken, there 
are some in our society who see this as 
people coming to take away their house 
or land. This could not be further from the 
truth, as the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders have such a different idea about 
ownership and land to other Australians. 

In their culture people have an abiding 
relationship with their land. They come 
from their land and return to their land, 
and the land or Mother Earth owns them. 
First Nations peoples do not perceive that 
they own the land. This is the opposite to 
the ‘white’ society; they see themselves as 
owning the land. A Treaty is a document 
which will acknowledge the First Peoples’ 
relationship to the land and seeks to 
dispossess no one.

It is we, who have come since 1788, who 
have stolen the land, and for the whole 
nation to be reconciled and at peace, we 
need to acknowledge this and seek to make 
a Treaty with our First Peoples, which is 
negotiated with them and is acceptable     
to them.

So this is a challenge, and one on which 
we may be asked to vote in a referendum. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples make up about 3% of the 
population and bring a history and culture 
which is sacred and priceless. For change 
to occur, a majority of Australians will need 
to be further educated and more supportive 
of our First Peoples. So we need to 
consider this and, if we choose to support 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Peoples, 
we will need to talk to our family, friends, 
neighbours, work colleagues, and our 
communities, and encourage each other 
to stand with our First Nations Peoples in 
this process. There are encouraging signs, 
for example in June 2018 the Victorian 
Parliament passed a law to advance the 
process to achieve a Treaty between the 
Victorian Government and the Victorian 
Aboriginal community. 

So what is Truth in the context of the Uluru 
Statement?

Why we need to listen to the  
Uluru Statement from the Heart  
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Australian history has been taught as if the 
coming of the British and other peoples 
was a quiet and peaceful process. The 
Truth is that this is a lie, and in order for 
reconciliation to occur ,a process of truth-
telling needs to take place. Are we up for 
this?

The Little Red Yellow Black Book is a book 
which has been written as an introduction 
to Indigenous Australia. In the chapter 
on ‘Our Shared History’ it states, ‘Henry 
Melville in his book, The History of Van 
Diemen’s Land 1824-1835, comments 
that Aboriginal People were ‘massacred 
without mercy…they were slaughtered in 
cold blood.’ ‘The historian’ he said, ‘must 
ever lament, that he has to record outrages 
so inhuman and so unjust on the part of a 
British community.’

An example in our own state is the Myall 
Creek massacre in 1838 that occurred 
near Bingara north of Tamworth. At least 
twenty-eight Wirrayaraay people were 
killed. This massacre was carried out by 
about twelve stockmen using guns, and 
they were eventually convicted of this 
crime by the court. This conviction was 
followed by a huge outcry of complaint 
from the ‘white’ community that these 

men had been convicted. This outcry is 
an example of the racism in Australia. The 
area around Myall Creek has now been 
proclaimed a national heritage site and 
there is a walk marked out for visitors 
to follow and a yearly commemoration 
to remember those Wirrayaraay who 
were killed. This provides a site for their 
relatives and others to visit and remember.

Each state has stories of dispossession, 
illness, incarceration, poisoning, conflict, 
and massacre. On Sydney soil a huge 
loss of life happened amongst the Gadigal 
Peoples with the epidemic of smallpox and 
other illnesses, brought by the new colony, 
previously unknown to the First Peoples.

Bruce Pascoe in his book Dark Emu writes 
about what Australia was like before 1788. 
He quotes the writings of early explorers 
such as Charles Sturt in South Australia 
and Thomas Mitchell along the Darling, 
to name but a few. They saw Aboriginal 
settlements of houses, crops, fish traps, 
damming of creeks and rivers and other 
evidence of the organised ways in which 
they lived. This way of life was destroyed 
by the coming of the settlers.

There is a great deal of truth-telling that 
needs to be done so that we can all come 

together with a common understanding 

of what has happened, and to start a 

Makarrata which is an East Arnhem word 

for making peace. Makarrata is actually a 

Yolngu word which refers to the coming 

together after a struggle, facing the facts 

of a wrong and living again in peace. It is a 

complex, multi-layered philosophy, which 

has helped develop and maintain peace in 

north-east Arnhem Land.

On 13 February 2008, Kevin Rudd as 

Prime Minister of Australia delivered the 

National Apology to the Stolen Generation 

of Indigenous Peoples. This was with 

respect to the forcible removal of children 

from their families, and placing them in 

institutions where they were not able to 

speak their language or be involved in 

their culture, and were often neglected and 

abused. This involved some truth-telling 

and an acknowledgement of past wrongs.

So can we hear what we are being asked to 

do? The Uluru Statement says: 

We leave base camp (Uluru) and start 

our trek across this vast country. We 

invite you to walk with us in a movement 

of the Australian people for a better 

future.

   Part 2: 
        Treaty and Truth

Elizabeth (Libby) Hindmarsh

Uluru.  Image: Angela Giordano (Pixabay)



20

CONNECTIONSBicentenary 2019-2024
CHURCH

CHURCH

CHURCH

CHURCH

CHURCH

CHURCH

Music

Music

Music

Music

Music

Music

Life & Learning

Life & Learning

Life & Learning

Life & Learning

Life & Learning

Life & Learning

Referendum Council member, Galarrwuy 
Yunupingu in his essay Rom Watangu 
said:

‘What Aboriginal people ask is that the 
modern world now makes the sacrifices 
necessary to give us a real future. To relax 
its grip on us. To let us breathe, to let us 
be free of the determined control exerted 
on us to make us like you… recognise 
us for who we are, and not who you 
want us to be. Let us be who we are―
Aboriginal people in a modern world―
and be proud of us. Acknowledge that 
we have survived the worst that the past 
had thrown at us, and we are here with 
our songs, our ceremonies, our land, 
our language and our people―our full 
identity. What a gift this is that we can 
give you, if you choose to accept us in a 
meaningful way.’

So where to from here? Can we embrace 
the Uluru Statement and the concepts of 
Voice, Treaty and Truth and be reconciled 
with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples of Australia? We all 
have much to bring to the table and share 
as equals, if we can work together for 
reconciliation and a Makarrata.

A group of St James’ parishioners called 
‘Who is my neighbour?’ are working 
together with the Church to support the 
process of reconciliation with our First 
Peoples. The group also advocates for and 
supports asylum seekers and refugees, 
not forgetting our interactions and support 
of the neighbours who live around us as 
a church and at home. To join the email 
group please contact Libby Hindmarsh: 
hindmarsh@ozemail.com.au 

References
1. ANTaR https://www.antar.org.au/
2. Bruce Pascoe, ed. The Little Red Yellow Black Book 
– An introduction to Indigenous Australians,  Fourth 
Edition Aboriginal Studies Press
3. Reconciliation NSW https://reconciliationnsw.org.au   
4. Bruce Pascoe, Dark Emu, Magabala Books. 2014

Dr Elizabeth (Libby) Hindmarsh is a 
Parishioner at St James’ and coordinator 
of ‘Who is my neighbour?’

Hail Mary
The path you trod through womanhood
 Was changed utterly:
 Virgin, mother, wife.
When little more than child yourself
 You bore a child.
 Your gift, his life;
His gift, to all of humankind, new life.
 Did you know it, then?

In due season, you would have wed:
 Beautiful, nervous,
 Adorned for your groom,
The bride at your own wedding feast.
 Did you discern
 For you, no room;
Instead, a place of highest honour was
 Pre-ordained for you?

From Bethlehem to Calvary:
 His fateful journey, 
 Your chosen path, too. 
The robe he wore, of your weaving; 
His cruel death
Consuming you.
The soldier’s spear, that day, pierced your heart too;
 But then Easter dawned.

In due season, did you grow old?
 Strong in faith, cherished,
 Never forgotten.
Your crown of glory always this:
 That you did bear
 God’s begotten.
The light of all worlds, now and yet to come,
 Forever, your son.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.

~ Margaret Johnston
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Colin’s Corner
from the St James’ Archives

100 YEARS AGO at St James’

The Bethlehem Tableaux.
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which has come to 

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us”
The Bethlehem Tableaux will be repeated three times, viz., on Saturday, December 20th, 
Monday, December 22nd, and Tuesday, December 23rd, in St. James’ Hall, at 8 p.m.

The programme of Tableaux will be as follows:1

I.—THE BIRTH OF A DELIVERER. Ex . ii. 3-10. 

II.—THE DELIVERER BEFORE PHAROAH. Ex. v. 1-2; vii. 11, 13; x. 27-29.

III.—THE DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT. Ex. xii. 29-37.

IV.—THE ANNUNCIATION Luke i. 26-38.

V.—THE VISITATION. Luke i. 39-57

VI.—THE SHEPHERDS IN THE FIELD. Luke ii. 8-14.

VII.—THE INN. Luke ii. 1-7.

VIII.—THE NATIVITY. Luke ii. 15-20

1. “Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a Manger.”

2. “The Adoration of the Shepherds.”

3. “The Adoration of the Angels.”

INTERLUDE.

IX.—THE PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE.   Luke ii. 22-28, 36-38.

X.—THE DREAM OF ST. JOSEPH   Matt. ii. 1-8, xiii. 16-18.

XI—THE ADORATION OF THE MAGI.  Matt. ii. 9-11.

1. “When they were come into the House.”

2. “They presented unto Him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.”

XII.—THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT.   Matt. ii. 14-15.

XIII.—THE HOLY INNOCENTS.  Matt. ii. 16-18.

XIV.—NAZARETH.  Luke ii. 39, 51, 52.

1. “The Child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom.” 

(a) At play.

(b) At the well.

2. “He was subject unto them.”

3. “The Shadow of Death.”

XV.—THE FINDING OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE. Luke ii. 41-50. 

1. “ Sitting in the midst of the doctors.”

2. “ They found Him in the Temple.”

3. “He went down with them.”

1 Abbreviated. Each tableaux was broken into a number of scenes.

St James’ Organ Appeal ‘mascots’, Andrew 
(above) and Ambrose (below) at the 
Bicentenary Gala Dinner on 15 November. 
See page 35 for further information.
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Appropriate music will be rendered by the choir of St. James’.

In regard to the devotional nature of the presentation of these tableaux, 
the audience will be requested to maintain silence throughout the 
exhibition of the tableaux. Opportunity will be afforded for all to 
join in the more familiar carols and hymns. Applause should be 
reserved until the conclusion of the performance.

The proceeds, after deduction of expenses, will be handed to the 
Churchwardens of St. James’ Church, who have financed the 
production, for use in Church purposes.

Prices of admission will be 3s. (reserved), 2s and 1s (at door). 
Tickets may be obtained of the Sacristan or at Nicholson’s, 
where plans will be on view from December 12th. Members of 
the congregation are urged to advertise the tableaux as widely 
as possible, and to push the sale of tickets in view of the heavy 
expense involved in the production. 

The Monthly Church Messenger December 1919

**************************

The Bethlehem Tableaux.
These were presented in S. James’ Hall on December 20, 22, 
and 23. The audience on each night was very considerable and 
refrained, as requested, from applause during the tableaux. Must 
(sic) time and trouble had been bestowed on the latter but were 
more than repaid by the result. The grouping in the scenes was, 
on the whole, life-like and effective and in some cases notably in 
the Pharaoh and Herod Tableaux, produced a really fine spectacular 
effect; and the vivid character of the last scene on the third night, 
the leading away of the boy Jesus from the doctors in the Temple, 
and must have forcibly struck all who witnessed it. The Choir was 
present on each night under the Organist’s direction and rendered 
the canticles, hymns and carols which introduced the scenes.  
We are much indebted to the members of other parishes, especially 
S. Mark’s and Christ Church, who took characters in the tableaux, 
and to S. Gabriel’s, Waverley for one who played so well the exacting 
part of the Virgin. We are grateful, too, for those who worked 
behind the scenes, but who contributed none the less directly to the 
success of the presentation. Altogether the work was carried out in 
a devoted, spirit of service to the Church and will doubtless prove 
to have promoted its welfare. 

The Monthly Church Messenger January 1920

 Colin Middleton is the Archives Assistant at St James’

Excerpts from The Monthly Church Messenger may contain reference 

errors or references that do not correspond with modern editions of the 

Bible. We publish exactly what is printed in The Messenger. - Ed.

Joke Spot
It was the Sunday after Christmas at St Peter and 
Saint Paul’s Church in Borden, Kent, England. 

Father John was looking at the nativity scene prior 
to packing away the figures when he noticed the 

baby Jesus was missing from the scene.
Immediately, Father John turned towards the 

vicarage in order to call the police.  
But as he was about to do so, he saw little Harry 

with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure 
of the little infant, Jesus.

Father John walked up to Harry and said,  
“Well, Harry, where did you get the little infant?”

Harry replied honestly,  
“I took him from the church, Father John.”

“And why did you take him?”
With a sheepish smile, Harry said,  

“Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to 
little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a 
red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride 

around the block in it.”

Image: Simon Anders (Images for Business)
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Offices at Chatswood & Balgowlah

Finding guidance
during a difficult time

is comforting.

That’s why
people turn to us

MAURER FAMILY FUNERALS

Maurer & Bracks

MFF

www.maurerfunerals.com.au
office@maurerfunerals.com.au

9413 1377

Three generations of family values since 1941

This proudly Australian owned 
family operated business offers  

24 hour, 7 day service in  
all suburbs.

In your hour of need -  
Trevor Lee, Bernadette Lee  
(Nee O’Hare), Darren Lee & 

Contact our team on: 
9746 2949 • 0411 743 334

tleeandson@bigpond.com • trevorleeandson.com.au
115 Wellbank St, North Strathfield 2137

We have no affiliation with any other Funeral Director.

Servicing the Funeral induStry For over 50 yearS.

Yvette Sheppard offer you 
personalised, attentive service at 

this difficult time. 

Pre-paid funerals available.

Phone for a free booklet on 
‘What to do at the time of 

Bereavement’.

COUNSELLING  
AT ST JAMES’
St James’ Church offers a socially inclusive and 
non-faith based professional counselling service as 
part of its outreach ministry to the city.

Our professional counsellors/psychotherapists/
coaches are available to assist individuals, 
couples and family members on a wide range 
of issues. Appointment flexibility is offered to 
accommodate work schedules. The service is 
provided in rooms in the lower level of St James’ 
Church, located in the heart of the city.

To make an appointment, or for further details,  
please visit sjks.org.au or telephone 8227 1300.

 Here  to help & support you every step of the way

 100% Independently Australian Owned
 & Operated Funeral Director

 OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

 • All Nationalities & Religions
 • Chapel Services
 • Celebrant Services
 • White  or  Black Vehicles
 • Burials & Cremations
 • Collectively Serving Your Community  for over  100 Years
 • Pre Paid Funeral Plans
 •  Burials  at  Sea & Scattering  of  Ashes

 We  understand your needs at this time  - Call  us today

 CARING FUNERALS
 PTY LTD

 Incorporating 
 Adam James Lee
 Funeral Services 

 EASTERN SUBURBS  9699 7877
 Arrangements  in  The Comfort  of  Your Own Home  or  Our Funeral Home

 RSL MEMBERS & FAMILY DISCOUNT

 24 HOURS • 7 DAYS

 SERVICING ALL AREAS OF SYDNEY

 ...................................................

 Member  of  Rotary

 WINNER AWARDS  2012

 ...................................................

 ALL SUBURBS   9713 1555
 Head Office: 160 Great North Rd Five Dock

EDITORIAL POLICY
We aim to publish a wide range of views and opinions 
in this magazine. Publication should therefore not be 
read as St James’, the Rector, Parish Council, staff or 
parishioners necessarily endorsing or approving any 
particular view or opinion.
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Book Review:
Luminaries: Twenty Lives that 
Illuminate the Christian Way
by Rowan Williams

(London: SPCK Press 2019, ISBN: 978-0-281-08295-7)

Phillip Jones
The Christian life is ideally focussed and 
intentional. We speak of the journey, the 
pilgrimage. Yet the experience can include 
a fair bit of wandering, meandering and, 
yes, backtracking. 

There is, however, plenty of time and space 
for the unexpected, all those surprises 
that bring fresh meaning, purpose and 
direction.

One of the great joys of journeying is the 
encounter. Who among us doesn’t have a 
story to tell of a significant encounter in 
life, whether planned or serendipitous?

I love hearing from others about such 
encounters―the wonderful stories that 
friends tell about persons who have 
made a difference to their living. Sharing 
such stories is basic to what makes up 
a community of faith, a community that 
strengthens itself partly but importantly 
through story-telling.

Journeying.  Encountering.  Story-telling.  
Through these we see faith growing in 
depth and strength, at a personal level and 
in community.

Which brings us to Rowan Williams’ latest, 
and very welcome, book. It is short and 
easy to read. The former Archbishop of 
Canterbury invites us to hear the story he 
has to tell about 20 men and women who 
for him have helped illuminate the way. In 
simple and direct terms, devoting about six 

amply memorialised by the Venerable 
Bede in his history of the English Church, 
and remembered as having developed a 
keen sense of loyalty to the Church―not 
so much to its institutional form as to the 
very Body of Christ itself.

Fresh interpretations of the life and writings 
of St Augustine of Hippo reveal a vision of 
how love might work in the church and the 
world, a vision of passionate, unbounded 
grace, ‘that loving wisdom which he 
regarded as the centre of all theology, as 
of all holiness’.

St Augustine of Canterbury is somewhat 
surprisingly revealed as a shy, nervous 
and anxious man, a monk selected by the 
Pope to establish a national mission. For 
Williams, these are endearing qualities, 
Augustine’s awkwardness and frequent 
appeals for advice, presumably testing 

or seven pages to each, Williams tells us 
of their significance for him.  Journeying.  
Encountering.  Story-telling.

In a brief introduction, Williams tells us 
that his selection of these men and women 
came largely from their theological allure. 
Not all, he says, are attractive figures 
with whom he would like to spend time, 
although most are. But all have theological 
significance, which makes telling their 
stories illuminating.

Williams writes: ‘It’s no accident that 
Jesus is remembered as a storyteller in 
the Gospels, and not just as a teacher of 
general truths. We know that one of the 
most distinctive things about his teaching 
was his use of narrative.’ And so the 20 
persons included here have the stories of 
their lives to inform us, as Williams passes 
on their stories through these short 
extracts from sermons and addresses he 
gave, mainly in his years as head of the 
Anglican Communion.

First up is St Paul, a man of deep emotion, 
beset by chronic illnesses, knowingly 
living in a world turned upside down, 
driven by passions that could only make 
him unpopular, yet able to produce some 
wonderfully elegant and uplifting prose, 
not least the magnificent hymn to love in 1 
Corinthians 13―all the while writing, but 
unaware that he was writing the Bible.

St Alban, a converted Roman pagan, was 
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Pope Gregory’s patience to the limit. Yet 
beneath all this lay a wisdom in Augustine 
that reflected a profound respect for the 
culture and values of those he came to 
convert, a kind of multiculturalism that the 
Church still finds discomforting.

A predecessor of Williams, St Anselm of 
Canterbury, is well known for his turbulent 
relations with the monarch William II, 
whom Anselm refused to humour in all 
kinds of ways. Yet at the very time of these 
harsh disputes Anselm was at work writing 
his profound Cur Deus Homo? (Why do we 
need a God who becomes human?). The 
atoning work of Jesus on the cross, an 
act of love to be sure, was also necessary 
‘to repair the insulted honour of God’, a 
challenging notion to say the least. Yet 
here is to be found the basics of the gift 
God has bestowed on us all―life, freedom 
and love.

Not much is known of the life of Meister 
Eckhart, but importantly he was an erudite 
scholar who wrote complex works in Latin, 
yet who was committed to regular teaching 
and preaching in the vernacular, including 
an important ministry to communities of 
lay women. The complexity of Eckhart’s 
extended commentary on the nature 
of God was enough to see frequent 
charges of heresy brought against him, 
and his willingness to speak plainly in 
the vernacular could only add to the 
controversies whirling around him.

Better known to us is Thomas Cranmer, not 
least as creator of the Book of Common 
Prayer and, in this and other contexts, a 
supreme master of the English language. 
Lofty and sublime, his phraseology 
captures the imagination―as in that ‘full, 
perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation 
and satisfaction’.  Too wordy, overblown, 
repetitive? Perhaps, but at heart Cranmer 
knew all too well―like Eckhart―the 
hopelessness of using language to capture 
the essence of God. Words: necessary to 
be sure, but incapable of achieving what 
we want of them.

In the same vein, William Tyndale is also 
well known, chiefly perhaps as a translator 
who rendered the Bible accessible in the 
everyday idiom of his day. As a theologian, 
says Williams, he is not given the credit he 
deserves, for producing a clearly articulated 
view of society and mutual obligation 
couched in compelling theological terms. 
The Church, for example, can and should 
be a beacon of community where people 
live in God-like relation to one another.

Not until the 16th century do we find a 
woman making Williams’ list but, when 
she does appear, St Teresa of Avila 
explodes onto the page. Born a Jew, 
St Teresa frequently found herself on 
many levels confronted by a closed, 
even hostile, social order. Her keen mind 
and depth of spirituality tackled this in a 
host of ways, but perhaps most tellingly 
through her focus on friendship. Just as 
God befriended us―seen powerfully in 
the Incarnation―so too are we invited 
to return that friendship. ‘Teresa is really 
strikingly faithful to the Gospel picture of a 
Christ who deliberately seeks intimacy with 
the friendless and invites the powerless to 
share in the work of the kingdom.’

Perhaps it is the poet, not the theologian, 
who struggles most with words. Facing 
the inevitability of failure, the poet at least 
understands this much. Like any great poet, 
John Milton ‘moves inexorably towards the 
moment where it becomes plain that music, 
sonority and symbolic abundance still 
leave something uncaptured’.  Moving on 
from Paradise Lost to Paradise Regain’d, 
Milton has Jesus triumphing over Satan in 
the desert through a simple, wordless act 
of defiance. Jesus stands in a bare act of 
witness, any words dissolving into a sheer, 
victorious, silent presence.

Williams tells us that he was once invited 
by a national newspaper to name the 
most influential British citizen of the 
last millennium. Without hesitation he 
nominated William Wilberforce, whose 
legacy has directly affected millions of 

others, even when his campaign was not 
much more than an individual’s struggle, 
especially that lonely crusade to reform 
the law. Politics, for Wilberforce, was very 
much a vocation, politics being a sphere of 
labour that always opens up beyond itself.

A boring view of human beings is not 
merely uninteresting. It is always unjust, 
and Williams evokes Charles Dickens’ 
habit of resort to gross caricature and 
overstatement to get to the heart of what 
people might really be like. The art of 
exaggeration, the grotesque, reminds us 
through Dickens that the truth is excessive, 
extreme, and deserves words to match.

Florence Nightingale was a true luminary, 
one who was able to bring―and hold―
the light in dark places. It was a delicate 
balancing act, says Williams, because 
Nightingale at the same time was able to 
focus on higher things, lifting her eyes to 
eternal love. A key point about Nightingale 
was her ability to bring a clear-headed 
precision to a life of service. Love ‘needs 
clear sight … it isn’t enough to say the 
right things, to make general sympathetic 
noises’. To be effective, love needs to be 
precise.

We have arrived at the 20th century, which 
for many people saw the collapse of their 
familiar and cherished world and an often 
terrifying propulsion into something 
unknown and radically different. Sergei 
Bulgakov made all manner of transitions, 
from Tsarist Russia, to a darling of Marxist 
economic thinking, to a brief life in Soviet 
politics, to conversion to Christianity 
and the founding of a theological college 
in Paris. Williams sees Bulgakov as an 
‘endlessly fascinating and inspiring figure. I 
include him among my luminaries because 
this is a life making sense’, not least 
through his reflections on the interactions 
of politics, art and liturgy, combining as 
a means of not only understanding the 
world but of ushering in transformation, 
inner and outer.

Edith Stein’s was another 20th century life 
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Book Review continued...
marked by profound disruption. Raised 
a Jew, and having left academic work to 
nurse casualties of WW1, Stein became 
immersed in the writings of St Teresa of 
Avila. Before long, she had converted to 
Catholicism, becoming a Carmelite nun 
(Sister Teresa Benedicta of the Cross). 
Yet despite her conversion―or perhaps 
because of it―Stein opted during WW2 for 
solidarity with her fellow Jews, arrested as 
one, dying in Auschwitz in 1944. She was 
canonised in 1998.

Williams uses the teachings of Michael 
Ramsey―still fondly remembered by 
many Anglicans―to underscore the 
ultimate sign of love that is represented by 
the Cross. It is a love that is unlimited and 
which opens up the path to freedom. To be 
‘blessed’ is to be where God would have 
us to be, ‘in the place of poverty, humility, 
peacemaking, suffering and longing for 
justice, and what matters is to be there 
faithfully’.

Freedom was a theme also at the heart 
of the writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer―
real freedom involving discipline, action, 
suffering and death―what it takes to be 
lastingly free. With a promising future in 
the United States, and having made himself 
deeply unpopular with the Nazi regime, 
Bonhoeffer had made the agonising 
decision to return to Germany and to 

extreme danger. Six years later he died in 
captivity, but left behind the treasures of 
his letters from prison, letters that focus 
on the nature of true freedom and the 
necessity of doing what we are supposed 
to do, to be what we most deeply are.

Simone Weil was another woman of Jewish 
background who had to flee Nazi-occupied 
France, spending her last days in England 
as a refugee. Although her upbringing 
had been largely secular, she found 
herself attracted to retreats at the great 
Benedictine Abbey of Solemnes (famed for 
its liturgies grounded in Gregorian chant). 
While there, reciting George Herbert’s 
poem Love bade me welcome resulted in 
this response: ‘Christ himself came down 
and took possession of me’.  

What we have of Etty Hillesum is 
dominated by a harrowing collection of 
letters and journals from the internship 
camp of Westerbork and her subsequent 
incarceration and death at Auschwitz in 
1943.  Hers is a story of immense pain and 
suffering, yet one of kneeling before God in 
acts of adoration, acceptance and love. Etty 
Hillesum’s journey is one of ‘impassioned 
discovery’, punctuated by ‘exceptionally 
vivid’ prayers and the struggle, in appalling 
circumstances, to remain faithful and fully 
committed to God.

In the nightmare years after 1974 and 
1975 in El Salvador, when the National 
Guard participated in the indescribable 
slaughter of innocent peasants, there 
emerged Oscar Romero, consecrated 
Archbishop of San Salvador in 1977. His 
motto as bishop was Sentir con la Iglesia 
(Feeling with the Church), and Romero 
lived out this sensibility to the maximum, 
siding with the poor, whose oppression 
by one of the most ruthless governments 
in modern times broke his heart and 
cost him his life. To the people he spoke 
plainly: “You are the image of the divine 
victim … You are Christ today, suffering in 
history.”  Martyred in 1980 and canonised 
in October 2018, St Oscar Romero brings 
a humbling and inspiring luminosity that 
can only trigger fervent thanksgiving.  

This is the gift of Williams’ compelling 
collection and commentary.

Phillip Jones is a Parishioner at  
St James’ Church, King Street, Sydney.

Milestones
NEXT EDITION
The next edition of St James’ 
Connections will be published on  
Friday 31 January 2020.

Deadlines (advertising and 
editorial): Monday 20 January. 
Contact: 8227 1301 or  
brooke.shelley@sjks.org.au

BAPTISMS

Lucy Joy Few 9 November 2019

Edmund Lorcan Monaghan McAlpine 24 November 2019

FUNERALS

Judith Farrar 10 October 2019

Theodore Gillam Lillicrap 26 October 2019

Warren Ball 22 November 2019
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Friends of Music 
              at St James’

The Friends of Music at St James’ (FOM) was formed in 2011 by a group of passionate musicians and music lovers 
from St James’, King Street, Sydney. Since then, the group has grown in number, actively supporting the music 
programme at St James’.

This year we are launching a rebranded, revived FOM, with new direction. 

The FOM’s new charter, launched at The Creation concert on 12 October 2019 is to raise $10,000 annually for 
the production of a CD and/or video recording each year.

We have the support of the Parish in doing this, and through the generosity of  The St James’ Music Foundation, 
donations are tax deductible.

The Choir is the lifeblood of the ministry at St James’: a world-class choir that has toured internationally on 
multiple occasions to England, France, Italy, Austria and Singapore; sung concerts interstate, and has even had the 
privilege of singing at the Dawn Service in Gallipoli as the ANZAC Choir, two years in a row.

This is unprecedented for a parish choir.

It will be a privilege for everyone to hear the amazing sound of this world-class choir, not just within the four 
walls of St James' Church.

We believe by recording CDs and videos of the Choir, we can promote it and St James’ to an even wider, 
worldwide audience. We aspire to increase the support and patronage of the Choir and music ministry at  
St James’. Our CDs hope to rival many of the top international recordings. We have the intention to record rarely 
heard or recorded music, and to record many of our own, home-grown and home-written compositions by our 
own choristers. It will provide a rich, varied and wonderfully powerful anthology of the music at St James’.

Please support this charter with ongoing donations.

Please become a member of the FOM, so you can enjoy the many benefits of 
membership (such as 20% discount to individual concert tickets). You will also be 
part of an active network of passionate music lovers, supporting Sydney’s finest music.

For further information, please visit our new website: 

www.friendsofmusicsydney.com.au

With warmest wishes,
Dr Lincoln Law
President FOM

How do I donate to the cost of 
   the new Choir of St James’ CD recording?
You can make an individual  tax deductible donation through The St James’ Music Foundation in two ways:

1. Fill in a paper form
Download a donation form from The St James’ Music Foundation website, 
stjameskingstreetmusicfoundation.com.au, select ‘Current Music Activities’ and write ‘FOM 
CD’ on the form;

2. Donate online via The St James’ Organ Appeal website
Go to stjamesfoundationorganappeal.com.au/donate-now, select ‘Current Music Activities’ 
and type ‘FOM CD’ in special instructions.

Donations above $2 are tax deductible.
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Loretta King

It’s been a devastating year for so many―where drought, fire, 
flood and famine have destroyed livelihoods and lives throughout 
Australia and the rest of the world. It has also been a year of 
unprecedented international turmoil, with social protest and 
rebellion as a result of no real action against Climate Change, 
the growing gap between the rich and the poor, and corporate 
and political abuses and corruption. For many, the dire biblical 
predictions described in Revelation have become all too real. 

In contrast, December and January are months historically 
dedicated to celebration and connection where the whole world, 
notwithstanding culture or creed, unites in appreciation and love, 
as well as hope and optimism for a better future. Amongst all this, 
the Christmas season and message rings out its call for peace, 
joy and loving kindness to all as we celebrate the values of human 
connection and resilience, even in the face of pain and loss. It 
heralds a time to embrace inclusivity and love over rejection and 
hate; to redeem our better natures in the fight against unbridled 
greed and power, and recognise that true wealth lies in kinship and 
community rather than in the selfish monetary values that have 
decimated the environment and put all life at risk. This message 
is also embedded in the age-old knowledge of our indigenous 
ancestors and their plea to ‘come back to Country’, where kinship, 
community and all living systems are precious and important to 
the survival of everything.  

In past end of year Parish Connections articles I have included 
topics on how we might achieve a more satisfying work-life balance 
(issue December 2014/January 2015); improve our important 
relationships (issue December 2016/January 2017); and utilize 
evidence-based strategies for self-care and stress reduction in 
order to achieve greater physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 
wellbeing (issue February/March 2018). At this juncture in time, in 
the wake of so much pain and loss, as well as fears for the future, 
there’s a compelling need to find any extra resources that can help 
us through. Below are instructions on a mindfulness meditation 
which I’ve borrowed from classic Eastern practices, incorporating 
focussed energies of ‘loving kindness’, directed both inwardly and 
outwardly:

1. Sit in a comfortable position with your eyes closed and bring 
your attention to your breath. Allow your body to relax and 
if you feel any tension anywhere imagine it disappearing as 

you breathe out. When 
you are ready to begin 
the exercise take in a full 
breath.

2. As you breathe out 
imagine releasing and 
expelling any negative 
emotions such as anger, 
harmful thoughts towards 
others, self-criticism or feelings of failure. As you breathe 
in imagine the positive energies of the universe―such as 
kindness, generosity, forgiveness and love―flowing into 
your body. Feel this positive energy as you continue to 
breathe steadily in and out.  

3. Now focus your attention inwardly in the direction of your 
upper chest/heart―the place generally considered the centre 
of compassionate emotion. Direct your breath to this area and 
experience the positive energies flowing into it. As you breathe 
out, direct these energies into feelings of loving kindness that 
flow outward from this centre of your being.

4. Continue to send out these feelings of loving kindness in a 
number of stages: Firstly, for a few moments, direct them 
inwardly for self-healing and wellness. Then direct loving 
kindness to someone about whom you feel very positive or 
loving; then to someone to whom you feel quite neutral or 
don’t know very well; then to someone you may resent or feel 
negative about. Stay with each of these stages for a minute 
or two, while visualising the feelings as an actual flow of real 
energy.

5. Finally, extend the flow of loving kindness to a wider circle of 
friends, family and contacts; then to people in your own town 
or city; then to the country; and finally to the whole world.

6. Finish by bringing your focus back to yourself. Open your 
eyes and ground yourself by observing for a few moments 
your physical surroundings. 

It may or may not seem difficult to experience feelings of loving 
kindness at first; but with practice and openness the feelings will 
gradually strengthen. It is a common belief that our inner energies 
manifest our outer experiences in the environment, and with 
intentioned focus we can improve our relationships, attract more 

Counselling Connection
  A Time for Loving Kindness
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positive life experiences and increase our general happiness.  

May this Christmas and New Year season be imbued with loving 
kindness that extends to all―providing greater empathy and 
wisdom to our leaders to bring world peace and an end to war, to 
fight corruption and support prosperity for all, and work to keep 
our planet safe in the miracle of life it offers us. May the season 
also give us pause for self-reflection; the strength to cope with and 
accept the reality of our losses; and the capacity to re-evaluate our 
lives as they are, count our blessings for what we have and move 
forward with heart, hope and determination for a better future!

Wishing you much loving kindness, 

Loretta

Loretta King is a psychotherapist, counsellor and life coach. 
She specialises in many areas of mental health and wellbeing, 
and works with individuals of all ages, couples, families and 
groups. She is available by appointment at Counselling @ St 
James’.

Striving for the second million!
Thanks to your generosity, the St James’ Organ Appeal raised $1.4 million in 
total pledges and donations.  
A great effort!
Spread the word amongst your friends and keep up the momentum!
Pick up a donation form in the Baptistry or go to the Appeal website to 
download one. 
Why support this appeal?
A pipe organ plays a significant part in the life of a church and in the wider 
music community of the city.  The new Dobson organ at St James’ will be the 
third largest pipe organ in Sydney after the Sydney Opera House and Sydney 
Town Hall.  
Its point of difference is that, apart from its use in regular church services, it will 
also be available to international organists and music students for concerts and 
recitals. In this way, generous donors can be assured they are making a difference 
to both the cultural and spiritual life of Sydney.  
Visit the Appeal website: stjamesfoundationorganappeal.com.au

St James’ Organ 
          Replacement & Restoration 
            Appeal

The St James’ Music Foundation
ABN 81 868 929 941

The image on the left is from a window with 15 such images which The 
Rev’d Dr George Westhaver helped to design for Chapel of the Ascension 
at the Church of the Incarnation Dallas. The glass was made by the 
Canterbury Studios. 
Fr George explains: ‘Joseph’s brothers lower him into a well before they 

sell him to Ishmaelite slavers. The providential hand of God above Joseph 
reminds us that while Joseph’s brothers meant it for evil, like those who 
delivered Christ to the cross, God meant it for good, to save a people. The 
image is placed alongside another image of the burial of Christ. As we 
share in Christ's passion, and are lowered into the pit of death or despair, 
so we hope to rise with him.’
Photo courtesy of The Chapter of Canterbury Cathedral. Read Fr George’s 
article, Incarnational Reading on page 6.
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Book Review:
The Destiny and Passion of Philip 
Nigel Warrington Strong
by Jonathan Holland

(Lakeside Publishing 2019, 537 pages)

Ivan Head

This wonderful book explores the life of 
this major Christian figure in twentieth 
century Papua New Guinean, Queensland, 
wider Australian and British life. The book 
is valuable in several fields: biography, 
spirituality, history, history of mission, 
parish life, and the Hugh Mackay-like 
studies of change and continuity in 
Australian life.

The book is in three parts, each well-
researched with helpful footnotes. Part 
One (1899-1936) covers Strong’s life in 
England from birth to consecration as 
Bishop for British New Guinea, as Papua 
New Guinea was then named. Strong 
was ordained a Priest in 1923 after war 
service in France. He was made Bishop 
in 1936. Part Two of the book covers his 
twenty-six years as a missionary Bishop in 
Papua and includes the traumas of WWII 
and the Japanese conflict, and also of the 
catastrophic eruption of Mt Lamington in 
1951, in its own way as disastrous and 
costly as the War. 

The last third of the book covers Strong’s 
eight years as Archbishop of Brisbane, from 
which position age obligated him to retire 
in 1970. He was Primate of the Church of 
England in Australia and Tasmania from 
1966, following Archbishop Gough’s 
resignation.

Strong lived and breathed the Church 
and the Faith to the exclusion of all other 

page 407 where the new-fangled world of 
television means that ‘The Forsyte Saga’ 
goes head to head with Sunday Evensong 
and rates more highly for too many. It 
gives a sense of ‘where the Diocese really 
was in the nineteen sixties’ and this is 
important in any understanding of where 
we are now.

The book should be read by parish study 
groups and by graduate entry theological 
students. It could be paired with Strong’s 
Diaries, particularly the WWII Diaries. 
It could refresh many an Anzac Day or 
Remembrance Day address. It should 
attract a wide Australian readership.

The book spans the time when Papua 
and the Mandated Territories (under 
German control until the close of WWI) 
were effectively part of Australia and the 
British Empire. It covers the WWII years 

interests. He remained unmarried. He lived 
and worked through a time when gender 
matters in ministry had a clear binary 
resolution and where marriage for life 
or unmarried celibacy were the norms; 
and where the remarriage of divorced 
persons was not permitted in the Church 
of England. 

Strong is shown in some ways to be an 
autocrat in the Anglo-Catholic domain of 
the Church of England. The book explores 
that tension between consultation and 
autocracy. The theme is as old as St 
Benedict and his Rule, and St Philip Neri 
and his Oratory. Holland handles this 
theme well across Strong’s ministry, and 
especially in the Brisbane era. He defended 
the prerogative of the Bishop in every 
committee situation.

Bishop Holland outlines with clarity the 
issues that marked Strong’s eight years 
in Brisbane and as Primate of the Church 
of England in Australia, or the Anglican 
Church of Australia as it would become. 
Holland gives the sense of a national 
church that has always had divisions and 
conflicts. He gives a clear sense of Strong 
as an older world traditionalist in the fast-
flowing stream of modernity, a stream that 
he did not simply endorse. 

His time in Brisbane marked great changes 
in the mores of Australian and global life. 
This is aptly illustrated in the passage on 
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and the decades before the Whitlam 
Government and the transfer of powers to 
an independent PNG in 1975. It covers the 
increasing role of the Commonwealth of 
Australia in PNG following that War, and the 
War’s brutal locoi across the islands. Here 
are some of the book’s themes that align 
and overlap chronologically with the long 
history of the Australian and then Anglican 
Board of Mission (ABM) and its work in 
PNG―the ABM being the background 
matrix to so much of Strong’s work:

• The Church of England as the then 
dominant social form of Australian 
life. Religion was not a private matter 
but the civil, and civic matrix.

• The death of Anglican missionaries in 
PNG at the hands of the Japanese in 
WWII, their reception as Martyrs, and 
the serious and personal conflict over 
whether Strong erred by permitting or 
encouraging missionaries to stay in 
the conflict zones.

• The deadly eruption of Mt Lamington 
and its profound significance.

• Strong’s decision to make George 
Ambo a Bishop and the momentum 

towards a nascent and fully 
independent PNG Church. 

• The Australian Board of Missions 
(Anglican Board of Mission since 
1995). There is a wider story to be 
told about the ABM’s role in PNG 
from its beginnings in 1885 through 
to its current, effective role today in 
partnership with the Anglican Church 
of PNG. Holland’s book shows very 
clearly that the energetic and faithful 
trajectory set by Philip Strong is a key 
part of that fruitful story.

• The book raises the question of 
Christianity within the matrix of the 
then dominant British Empire, and 
broader imperial modes of thinking 
and behaviours. Immense changes 
to these assumptions run from 1885 
through WWI, WWII and into the 
present and have major implications for 
the Church of England and her global 
‘expressions’ or embodiments―even 
for the Diocese of Brisbane today.

• Holland outlines the major impact 
of modern theology on conservative 
Christianity, and the discussion of the 
impact of J. A. T. Robinson and Paul 

Tillich opens a window onto a time of 
ferment and change that is still potent.

Holland’s book is now the major resource 
for any study of Strong’s life and his 
ministries. It has an important place in 
the wider study of mission in New Guinea 
from 1891 (Copland King and Albert 
McLaren) through to the present. Much 
work remains to be done on the realities 
of encounter between the British and 
Australian carriers of the Gospel, and the 
peoples then immersed in the primeval 
domains of a land with its own gods, 
spirits, demons and powers―and indeed 
new ways of engaging in the mission that 
is Christ’s. The book raises substantial 
questions about the Anglican Church of 
Australia today, its cohesion, its vigour, its 
capacity to renew and refresh itself from 
the primary realities, and to announce and 
embody a Gospel as compelling as the one 
Strong lived by. I commend the book very 
highly.

Rev’d Canon Dr Ivan Head is the Gifts 
in Wills Officer with the Anglican Board 
of Missions and was Head of Anglican 
University Colleges in Australia for 27 
years. He was ordained in the Diocese of 
Perth in 1979.

  Advent
The church year moves to a different pulse;
As our spring rushes on to summer, 
We light the first Advent Candle,
Looking to his once and future coming. 
This is the waiting time,
When we hold hope and promise
Together in our hands.
Days lengthen, we are more aware of timelines,
Of beginnings, and of end times. 

We have watched with wonder
Green shoots flower, and annual migrations,
This is the nesting time, 
Season for reflection, for mulling
A pause for slow patience, time to grow.

Children might ask ‘how long?’
But we know the Advent calendar ticks over 
At its appointed pace, marking intervals
For lighting candles, 
And for noticing what they signify.
Advent is pregnant with all the new
That we know now and can anticipate;
And all the while ... we should prepare 
To be astonished. 

~ Margaret Johnston
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St James’ Institute
    News

Christopher Waterhouse

On Saturday 7 December from 10:00am 
to 4:00pm the annual Advent Quiet Day 
will be held at St John’s Balmain. This is 
a day of prayer and reflection before the 
busy season of Advent and Christmas 
preparations. Join us for this ‘spiritual 
health day’ as we seek to encounter God 
and refresh ourselves spiritually at the 
beginning of the new church year. Our 
theme is ‘Meeting God in Matthew’ as we 
prepare to hear readings from the Gospel 
of Matthew in the coming year in ‘Year A’ 
of the three-year lectionary cycle, which 
begins on Advent Sunday. Morning tea, 
lunch and afternoon tea provided. $40 or 
free for SJI subscribers.

Our Advent Study groups are also meeting 
at the moment in a study series on the 
Psalms. We’re discussing the structure of 
the book of Psalms, the historical context 
of the collection, how we encounter the 
Psalms in the liturgy and in our daily prayer 
life, and how the Psalms play a role in our 
spiritual formation. It’s not too late to join 
a group for the series, or to buy a copy of 
our study book (Psalms by Simon Stocks) 
for private study and reflection. The book 
is $15 from the Parish Office. Groups are 
meeting as follows:

Mondays 10:00am-12noon at Clergy 
House, Chatswood (with Sue Mackenzie 
and Fr John Stewart)

Tuesdays 1:00pm-2:00pm in St James’ 
Hall (with Fr Andrew Sempell)

Tuesdays 7:00pm-8:30pm at Kareela 
(with Fr Glenn Maytum)

Dr Firth’s recent biographical study of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was the subject of a St 
James’ Institute seminar earlier this year, 
and much of the material from that talk 
has been included in this new publication, 
which takes the form of a six-week Lent 
Study series, which we will use for our 
Lent Studies in 2020. The book also 
includes Lenten reflections from a sermon 
series given by the Dean of Melbourne, the 
Very Rev’d Dr Andreas Loewe, who will 
preach at the Orchestral Mass at St James’ 
on Sunday 26 January.

The book launch will be held at 3:00pm in 
the St James’ Hall on Saturday 25 January. 

The 2020 programme includes a range 
of guest speakers, special events and 
study series. We’ll be exploring matters 
of Anglican identity with Bishop Stephen 
Pickard and the Very Rev’d Dr Martyn 
Percy; Biblical studies of the Old Testament 
with Professor Rachelle Gilmour; aid and 
mission work in Africa with Bishop Andrew 
Proud; and we’ll continue to celebrate the 
Bicentenary of St James’ with a series of 
special events and seminars exploring the 
history of St James’. We’ll be discovering 
more about the artists who painted the 
Children’s Chapel at St James’ in the 
1920s (around the 100th anniversary of the 
parish) and we’ll meet David Wright, the 
stained-glass artist who created the vast 
installation in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit. 
We’re also looking forward to welcoming 

Wednesdays 7:15pm-8:30pm in 
St James’ Hall (with Christopher 
Waterhouse)

We have now launched our 2020 
Subscription Series, and annual 
subscriptions are now on sale for $180 
adults or $160 concession. We begin the 
new year with a series of Twenty Minute 
Talks prior to each of the Orchestral 
Masses in January. Each talk is presented 
in the St James’ Hall from 9:00am to 
9:20am prior to the service in St James’ 
Church at 10:00am.

On Sunday 12 January Robert Forgács will 
speak about Biber’s Missa Bruxellensis, 
on Sunday 19 January I will speak about 
Howard Goodall’s Missa Aedis Christi and 
on Sunday 26 January, Meg Matthews will 
speak about Beethoven’s Mass in C. 

We are also delighted to announce that the 
St James’ Institute will host the Sydney 
launch of a new book by Dr Katherine 
Firth and the Very Rev’d Dr Andreas 
Loewe called Journeying with Bonhoeffer. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a theologian 
who worked across the barriers of race, 
denomination and language. For his role 
in heading an underground seminary, and 
his work with the resistance against the 
Nazi regime, he was imprisoned, interned 
in concentration camps and executed. 
Bonhoeffer’s inspiring writings invite us to 
ask about what discipleship really means, 
and what it is to live out our faith. In 2020, 
it will be 75 years since Bonhoeffer was 
martyred.

Image: Nick Gilbert
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the ongoing support and encouragement 
of subscribers, attendees, supporters and 
presenters. I look forward to seeing you at 
one of our upcoming events. 

Christopher Waterhouse is the Director of 
the St James’ Institute.

back Dr Robyn Wrigley-Carr to continue her 
popular series on the Spiritual Formation 
of Evelyn Underhill, with material from 
her brand-new book due for publication 
in March. Robyn will also lead an Evelyn 
Underhill-inspired retreat in September.

Copies of our 2020 brochure are now 
available, with the full programme of dates 
and events to be published in the coming 
weeks. In the meantime, subscriptions 
for the year can be purchased now at the 
Parish Office, Level 1, 169-171 Phillip 
Street, Sydney.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the presenters who have shared 
with us their knowledge and passions this 
year, for all those who have attended and 
supported our events and activities, and 
for those who have led and hosted study 
groups and discussions throughout 2019. 
I would particularly like to thank the Clergy, 
Parish Staff, Wardens and Parish Council 
of St James’ for their commitment to the 
ministry of the St James’ Institute and 
for their recognition of the importance 
of education and spiritual formation. The 
provision of resources to run the St James’ 
Institute is a key part of the strategic plan 
and vision for St James’. It is an immense 
privilege to serve as the Director of the St 
James’ Institute and I am deeply grateful for 
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And God held in his hand
A small globe. Look he said.
The son looked. Far off,
As through water, he saw
A scorched land of fierce
Colour. The light burned
There; crusted buildings
Cast their shadows: a bright
Serpent, a river
Uncoiled itself, radiant
With slime.
On a bare 
Hill a bare tree saddened
The sky. Many people
Held out their thin arms
To it, as though waiting
For a vanished April
To return to its crossed
Boughs. The son watched
Them. Let me go there, he said.

~ R. S. Thomas

Submitted by St James’ Parishioner, Stan Cowper. 
Stan comments: ‘The poem is a 20th century poet/
psalmist looking into the heart of God seeing the 
Lord’s purposes. There has to be an Advent before 
there can be an Easter.’

Image: Brooke Shelley

Choirs Combined
The congregation at Choral Evensong on Sunday 24 November heard 
the Choirs of St James’ and Christ Church St Laurence sing together 
for the first time in at least 25 years. The Rector of Christ Church  
St Laurence, The Rev’d Dr Daniel Dries was preacher.

ADVERTISING
Have you considered 
advertising your 
business in St James’ 
Connections?

Please phone 8227 1300 
or email office@sjks.org.
au for advertising design 
criteria, quotes and copy 
deadlines.

Andrew and Ambrose in the cross  aisle.  
See opposite page for further information.
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M Music Notes
Orchestral Mass series. In 2013, Bohemian-Austrian Baroque 
composer Heinrich Biber’s Missa Sancti Henrici was performed 
at St James’. In 2020, his Missa Bruxellensis will feature in 
the first Orchestral Mass, with the 8-part choir and 8 soloists 
accompanied by strings and brass. The second Orchestral 
Mass will be centred on a setting by a composer best known 
for the theme tunes to The Vicar of Dibley, Mr Bean, and Red 
Dwarf. Composer and TV presenter Howard Goodall has also 
composed much very fine church music (which the theme to 
The Vicar of Dibley is an example), and his Missa Aedis Christi 
is an evocative setting with organ and strings. At the final 
Orchestral Mass, Music@St James’ will celebrate Beethoven’s 
250th Birthday with a performance of his grand Mass in C major.

Alistair Nelson is Organist at St James’.

As we come to the end of November, Music@St James’ is now 
thoroughly immersed in the Bicentenary experience. There have 
been several very grand occasions over the past two months: 
in October, two exciting performances of Haydn, including his 
Creation Mass at the Bicentenary Service, and The Creation 
oratorio in concert; in November, the Bicentenary Gala dinner 
was a truly incredible occasion, with funds raised towards the 
new Dobson organ. Many thanks are due to all who made this 
occasion possible.

The Bicentenary also expressed itself in smaller ways, with 
English music from the hundred years leading up to 1819, 
as well as music from the 1919 Centenary celebrations. This 
included a number of hymns, mass settings, and gallery choir 
settings. For example, at the Bicentenary event on 7 October, 
The St James’ Singers, members of The Choir of St James’ 
and a wind quartet performed a metrical psalm and setting of 
the morning hymn in the style that would have been used in 
Sydney at the time of the foundation of St James’ Church. From 
the 1919 celebrations, the Choir performed George C. Martin’s 
Communion setting in C.

In December there will be number of musical highlights. The 
Advent Carols and the Nine Lessons and Carols services are 
always beautiful events. The Advent service is a little more 
sombre, beginning the reflective season. Nine Lessons and 
Carols imparts the warm glow of Christmas. Also in December 
will be the final concert of the year: Christmas Here & There. 
Fittingly for this Bicentenary year, the music contrasts the 
English and Australian experience of Christmas, including 
music of Vaughan Williams, Elgar, Shelley, Twist and Stanhope. 
Christmas Day will be celebrated with Haydn’s well-loved St 
Nicholas Mass.

Also in December, we will welcome Interim Organ Scholar 
Stacey Xiaoyu Yang to the team of Music@St James’. She is 
an experienced organist who is currently studying a Doctor of 
Musical Arts at Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New 
York, whilst living in Sydney. Stacey will be giving the lunchtime 
recital on Wednesday 11 December, so this will be an excellent 
opportunity to come and hear her play.

January will bring the next three instalments in the St James’ 

Andrew and Ambrose have lived in the Organ Loft for over 20 years. 
Ambrose’s (right) area of specialty is the liturgy, and Andrew’s is music. 
They spend their time critiquing the services at St James’ and keeping 
organists company when they practise in the church late at night. 
It is understandable that they have a keen interest in the progress of the 
new St James’ Dobson organ, since their home will be demolished and 
rebuilt over the next few years.
Parishioners will be pleased to learn Andrew and Ambrose supervised 
(as seen above) the safe removal of the pews from the church to make 
way for the Bicentenary Gala Dinner.

Andrew & Ambrose
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Warren Trevelyan-Jones
As the bicentenary celebrations at St James’ prompt us to look back 
over the past 200 years, we also look to the future of our church and 
look forward to the next two hundred years. With these thoughts in 
mind, our Concert series next year will be called 2020 Visions.

Over the five concerts in next year’s series, we explore the topic 
of Visions in different ways, including a concert based on the 
writings and music of one of the greatest of visionaries,  Hildegard 
von Bingen, with a concert that includes her own music as well as 
settings of her texts by composers up to the present day. On St 
James’ Day, 25 July, we will be treated to a concert given by the 
wonderful National Youth Choir of Great Britain entitled Visions 
of Home, with music that explores the theme of national identity. 
Revisions will be a concert that explores the reworking of existing 
compositions by composers past and present, and later in the year 
we will also present a concert that will include another chance to 

hear the new orchestral mass setting being composed for our bicentenary by eminent composer Gabriel Jackson.

In addition to 2020 Visions, The Choir of St James’ has a busy year ahead, including our Camino tour to Santiago de Compostela, taking part 
in Mahler’s huge 8th Symphony with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra in October,  a series of four Bach Cantatas, three Orchestral Masses 
in January and the imminent release of two new CD recordings. 

Warren Trevelyan-Jones is Head of Music at St James’.

Music Dates for your 2020 Diary
2020 Visions Concert Series             Bach Cantata Series
Saturdays at 5:00pm              Sundays at 4:00pm
28 March, 30 May, 25 July, 26 September, 12 December         16 February, 21 June, 20 September, 22 November

Concert Series 2020

Visions

 Concert Series 2020

Caption Competition
Send your captions for this photo to 
brooke.shelley@sjks.org.au by 20 January 2020. 
Captions will be judged by an expert panel and the 
winning caption will be published in the February/
March edition of St James’ Connections.
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To help Tony reach his goal please donate via this link: www.abmission.org/TonyNaake

Many villages in Myanmar do not have access to clean 
water due to contamination of rivers and existing wells 
drying up during summer. 

Consequently, women and children can spend hours in the 
hot weather every day walking long distances to collect 
water for their village.

Tony recently visited Myanmar with the Anglican Board of 
Mission, who currently have several development projects 
there. He saw first hand the lack of access to clean 
drinking water and the serious implications for people’s 
health, such as water-borne disease.

Tony Naake has challenged himself to raise 
$50,000 to support ABM’s Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene Project.

TAKE Part IN Tony’s 
$50,000 Water  
Challenge!

In 2019, ABM aims to build two tube wells and provide 
piped mountain water to a total of 774 people, and 
conduct hygiene and sanitation awareness raising 
seminars.

Please support Tony’s Water Challenge so that we can 
ensure people in Myanmar gain access to clean drinking 
water and learn about good hygiene and safe sanitation.

The Integrated Water Sanitation and Hygiene Project is  
tax-deductible.

The Choir of St James’ performing Haydn’s famed oratorio, 
Creation, on 12 October.

Image: Michelle Haywood
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Music at St James’DEC-JAN

Choral Music

SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER
11:00am – CHORAL EUCHARIST
Mass setting: Haydn – ‘Little Organ Mass’
Motet: Byrd – Laetentur coeli

7:30pm – ADVENT CAROLS SERVICE

WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER
6:15pm – CHORAL EVENSONG
Responses: Byrd
Canticles: Byrd – Short Service
Anthem: Byrd – Laetentur coeli
 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER
5:00pm – CONCERT
Christmas Here & There
(Performed by The Choir & Strings of St James’)

SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER
11:00am – CHORAL EUCHARIST
Mass setting: Victoria – Missa Alma Redemptoris Mater
Motet: Palestrina – Canite tuba
 
WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER
6:15pm – CHORAL EVENSONG
Responses: Jackson
Canticles: Jackson – Truro Service
Anthem: Ledger – Adam lay Ybounden

SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER
11:00am – CHORAL EUCHARIST
Mass setting: D. Lobo – Missa Vox clamantis
Motet: Mealor – A Spotless Rose
 
WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER
1:15pm – A SERVICE OF SHORT LESSONS & CAROLS
6:30pm – CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE

THURSDAY 19 DECEMBER
6:30pm – CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER
11:00am – CHORAL EUCHARIST
Mass setting: Byrd – Mass for Four Voices
Motet: Goldschmidt – A tender shoot

7:30pm – NINE LESSONS & CAROLS

TUESDAY 24 DECEMBER
10:30pm – NIGHT EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY
Introit: arr. Twist – Silent Night
Mass setting: Haydn – Missa Sancti Nicolai
Motets: Mouton – Nesciens Mater
 Shelley – Nativity

WEDNESDAY 25 DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DAY
10:00am – CHORAL EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY
Mass setting: Haydn – Missa Sancti Nicolai
Motets: Sweelinck – Hodie Christus natus est
 arr. Pearsall – In dulci jubilo
 Twist – Benedicamus caelestis

SUNDAY 29 DECEMBER
10:00am – PARISH EUCHARIST
Sung by a Cantor
Mass setting: Matthias – Christ Church Mass

SUNDAY 5 JANUARY
10:00am – PARISH EUCHARIST
Sung by a Cantor
Mass setting: Matthias – Christ Church Mass

SUNDAY 12 JANUARY
10:00am – ORCHESTRAL MASS
Mass setting: Biber – Missa Bruxellensis

SUNDAY 19 JANUARY
10:00am – ORCHESTRAL MASS
Mass setting: Goodall – Missa Aedis Christi

SUNDAY 26 JANUARY
10:00am – ORCHESTRAL MASS
Mass setting: Beethoven – Mass in C

The Choir of St James’ continues to offer inspiring choral music of the highest standards. 
Here is its music list for the next two months. 
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Lunchtime Concerts

4 DECEMBER

ESTELLE SHIRCORE BARKER – PIANO

11 DECEMBER

STACEY YANG – ORGAN

18 DECEMBER

A SHORT SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

SUNG BY THE CHOIR OF ST JAMES’

LUNCHTIME CONCERTS RESUME IN FEBRUARY 2020

Experience the peaceful atmosphere of Sydney’s oldest church as it is filled with music every Wednesday 
lunchtime between 1:15pm and 1:45pm. A suggested donation of $5 helps us to cover the cost of putting 
on the concerts. Concertgoers can present their programmes at Jardin St James’ to receive a 15% 
discount between 1:45pm and 3:30pm.

Bach Cantata Series
The Choir of St James’ & BachBand@StJames’

4:00pm

16 February   |   21 June   |   20 September   |   22 November

Free Admission

Enjoy the beauty and mastery of Bach’s Cantatas in a liturgical setting based on Lutheran Vespers

BWV ‘2020’

The Choir of St James’ performing at the Bicentenary 
Gala Dinner on 15 November. 

Image: Simon Anders (Images for Business)
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Biber  
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Goodall  

Missa Aedis Christi
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Sunday 26 January 
10:00am

Beethoven  
Mass in C

Image: Chris Shain

Orchestral Masses
The Choir and Orchestra of St James’

Directed by Warren Trevelyan-Jones

Join us for this ‘spiritual health day’ of prayer and reflection before the busy 
season of Advent and Christmas. Our theme is ‘meeting God in Matthew’ as 
we seek to encounter God, refresh outselves spiritually, and prepare to hear 

readings from the Gospel of Matthew in the coming year, ‘Year A’ of the 
three-year lectionary cycle, which begins on Advent Sunday.

Saturday 7 December, 10:00am -4:00pm
St John’s Balmain, Cnr Birchgrove Rd & Spring St

Tickets $40 (includes morning tea, lunch, & afternoon tea) 
Registrations: registrations@sjks.org.au or 8227 1305

Advent Quiet Day: 
Meeting God in Matthew

Image: Chris Shain 

Advent and Christmas
                           at St James’Sunday 1 December
7:30pm   Advent Carols Service
Wednesday 18 December
1:15pm  Lunchtime Lessons & Carols
6:30pm  Candlelight Carol Service
Thursday 19 December
6:30pm  Candlelight Carol Service
Sunday 22 December
7:45am  Holy Eucharist
9:00am  Parish Eucharist 
  with Children’s Pageant

Sunday 22 December
11:00am Choral Eucharist
7:30pm  Nine Lessons & Carols
Christmas Eve Tuesday 24 December
6:00pm  Christingle
10:30pm  Night Eucharist of the Nativity
Christmas Day Wednesday 25 December
7:45am  Sung Eucharist of the Nativity
10:00am  Choral Eucharist of the Nativity

w: sjks.org.au | t: 8227 1300


