
  

Great Easter Vigil  
with Lighting of the New Fire 

Easter Day 
17 April 2022 
6:00am 
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Those taking part in the service: 
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Great Vigil of Easter 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Liturgy of the Light 

Ministry of the Word 

Liturgy of Baptism 
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Great Thanksgiving and Easter Communion 

Please advise one of the Sidespersons if you would like Communion brought to you  
in the pew. 
If necessary, you are welcome to sit for those parts of the liturgy when it is normal to 
stand. 
The Celebrant, sacred ministers, and people gather in the darkness outside the church. 
The unlit Paschal candle is held.  
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LITURGY OF THE LIGHT 

The Celebrant takes the Paschal candle. 

The five grains of incense are inserted. 

The Celebrant lights the candle. 

The procession makes its way into the church. Once the congregation takes its place in 
the pews, the deacon and people make the following acclamation - 

This acclamation is made three times. The light from the Candle, which represents the 
Risen Christ, is gradually passed throughout the congregation. 

Exultet – The Proclamation of Easter 
The Exultet is a song of joy sung in praise of God for the threefold glory of this night 
on which Israel was led from Egypt, Christ rose from the dead, and Christians today 
enter into his risen life. This hymn is the most ancient part of the Easter liturgies still 
shared by Christians of Eastern and Western traditions. 
Please sit. 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 
First Reading              Genesis 22: 1–18 

read by Carol Webster 
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Short Responsory                Psalm 16: 7–11

Second Reading              Exodus 14: 10–31; 15: 20–21a 

read by Richard Cogswell 
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Short Responsory         Exodus 15: 21b, 2a, 11b and 13a 

Third Reading              Zephaniah 3: 14–20 

read by Greg Hawken 
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Short Responsory                  Psalm 98: 1–4 

Fourth Reading              Romans 6: 3–11 
read by Anne Innes 

Short Responsory               Psalm 114: 1–4, 7–8 
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Please stand.  

After the responsory, the Celebrant proclaims - 

and the congregation responds -

Bells are rung, and the people join in ringing their bells while there is an organ fanfare. 

Gloria        Louis Vierne (1870-1937) – Messe solennelle  
Sung by the choir. 

 



13 

Collect for the Great Easter Vigil  

The people’s candles are now extinguished. 

Hymn 
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Please remain standing and turn to face the Gospel reader. 

Resurrection Gospel                 Matthew 28: 1–10 

Sermon  
 
Silence may follow then all stand. 
 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
After the sermon, the sacred ministers and servers move to the Baptistry. As they go, the 
following chant is sung and the choir and congregation turn to face the font. Candles 
are re-lit.

Laudate Dominum 
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Confession 

The Celebrant pronounces the absolution. 



Prayers of the People 
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PRAYER OVER THE WATER 
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The Creed 
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Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

The Celebrant invites the congregation to renew their own baptismal vows. 

The Celebrant sprinkles the people with water, during which the choir sings  
the Vidi Aquam. 
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The Celebrant then concludes the Reaffirmation rite: 

Greeting of Peace 

The people’s candles are now extinguished. We all greet one another in the name of the 
Risen Lord, after which all make their way back to their pews.  

Offertory Hymn    
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The celebrant prays over the gifts. 

 

 

Sursum Corda and Great Thanksgiving  
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Sanctus and Benedictus                  Vierne – Messe solennelle 
Sung by the choir. 
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A bell is rung, and silence is kept. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

The celebrant breaks the bread and says; 

 

Agnus Dei              Vierne – Messe solennelle 

Sung by the choir. 
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Communion 

Communion will be distributed in both kinds from the chancel steps, but if you are 
concerned about use of the common cup, it is acceptable for you to receive Communion 
in one kind (i.e. the wafer only). Gluten-free wafers are available on request. You are also 
advised to take any valuables with you to Communion to ensure their security. Baptised 
Christians from all traditions are welcome to receive Communion. All others are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.  
The choir sings the Communion Motet. 
 

 

Sending out of God’s People 

The celebrant proclaims - 

and the congregation responds - 
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Post-Communion Hymn  

Solemn Blessing and Dismissal 
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Organ Voluntary 
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EASTER PREACHER:  
The Rt Rev’d Stephen Pickard 
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From a Paschal Homily of St John Chrysostom 

Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, and, whether first or last, 
receive your reward. O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy! O you 
ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day! You that have fasted and you that 
have disregarded the fast, rejoice today! The table is rich-laden; feast royally, 
all of you! The calf is fatted; let no one go forth hungry! 

Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the riches of goodness. 

Let no one lament his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. 

Let no one mourn his transgressions, for pardon has dawned from the grave. 

Let no one fear death, for the Saviour's death has set us free. 

He that was taken by death has annihilated it! He descended into Hades and 
took Hades captive! He embittered it when it tasted his flesh! And 
anticipating this Isaiah exclaimed, "Hades was embittered when it 
encountered thee in the lower regions." It was embittered, for it was 
abolished! It was embittered, for it was mocked! It was embittered, for it was 
purged! It was embittered, for it was despoiled! It was embittered, for it was 
bound in chains! 

It took a body and, face to face, met God! It took earth and encountered 
heaven! It took what it saw but crumbled before what it had not seen! 

“O death, where is thy sting? O Hades, where is thy victory?” 

Christ is risen, and you are overthrown!  

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen! 

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 

Christ is risen, and life reigns! 

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb! 

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the First-fruits of them  
that slept. 

To him be glory and might unto ages of ages. Amen. 
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Please pray for:  

Please note that names of the sick will remain on the ‘Immediate’ list for one month 
only. If there is a need for a name to remain longer, please ask for it to be placed on the 
‘Long Term’ list. All requests should be made to Dianne Ward or Jonathan Elcock, the 
Office Administrators, at office@sjks.org.au or 8227 1300.  

The flowers in the church today  
    are in loving memory of   

 Barbara Evans 
  May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Prayer for Ukraine: 

God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 

We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons.  
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 

that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them.  
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 

for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at-risk and in fear, that you 

would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

(Archbishops Justin Welby & Stephen Cottrell) 

 

Prayer in Time of Flood: 

All things look to you, O Lord, to give them their food in due season: 
look in mercy on your people, 

and hear our prayer for those whose lives and possessions 
have been destroyed by floods  

in Queensland and New South Wales. 
In your mercy restore your creation and heal our land. 

So guide and bless your people, 
that we may enjoy the fruits of the earth 
and give you thanks with grateful hearts, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Flood Appeal:  
Anglicans In Development (part of ABM) has established an appeal to support 
the most vulnerable people affected by the floods in Eastern Australia. Details 
can be found here: https://www.abmission.org/appeals/emergency-
appeals/eastern-australia-flood-appeal/ 

https://www.abmission.org/appeals/emergency-appeals/eastern-australia-flood-appeal/
https://www.abmission.org/appeals/emergency-appeals/eastern-australia-flood-appeal/
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Thank you... 

Parish Easter Breakfast 

 
Act for Peace Ukraine 
Emergency Appeal 

 
 

Myanmar Emergency Appeal 

Double Your Impact! 

A generous ABM donor has increased the 
offer by $5,000 to match $ for $ for the first 
$15,000 of donations received! 

– Anthony Naake 
 

Volunteers needed! 

Notices Coming events at St James’ and 
other important notices 

https://actforpeace.org.au/ukraine/
http://www.abmission.org/Myanmar
mailto:office@sjks.org.au
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Please send any notices for inclusion 
in the Parish News to the office by 
Tuesday morning. 

Parish of St James’ King Street What’s on this week 

Monday to Friday 

Wednesday 
*

*

NSW Police Band 

Sunday 24 April 
Second Sunday of Easter 

8:00am  Holy Eucharist  
10:00am  Choral Eucharist * 
Preacher:   Alan Melrose 
  Lay Reader 

4:00pm  Choral Evensong for 
  ANZAC Day * 
Preacher:   The Rev’d Andrew Sempell 
  Rector 

• 

• 


