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Maundy Thursday
Jesus was a Jew born into the Jewish tradition. In this setting, he was nurtured by the Hebrew 
Scriptures which he accepted as authoritative and to which he gave a new interpretation in 
his own life and teaching. In this context Jesus announced that the Kingdom of God was at 
hand, and in his resurrection his followers found the confirmation of his being both Lord and 
Messiah. 
Christians, as well as Jews, look to the Hebrew Bible as the story recording Israel’s sacred 
memory of God’s election and covenant with his people. For the Jews, the Passover is the 
celebration of that covenant. For Christians, the Passover has become the celebration of the 
new covenant. 
Today we reflect on the unique relationship between the two communities, both worshipping 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For at this time, both communities look to the Exodus 
hope of liberation, and pray and work for the coming of righteousness and peace on earth. 
Tonight we recall Jesus’ last meal with his disciples. At this meal Jesus did two things which 
came to have irreversible significance for Christians. Wrapped in a towel, he washed the feet of 
his friends. In this action he showed that to be bound to each other in love and service of each 
other is to become the body of Christ. 
Jesus also took bread and wine and spoke of them as himself, and announced that those who 
partake become what they are – the body of Christ. In this second sign, the power of his Spirit 
unites us to the risen Christ and each other. With the experience of resurrection we enter and 
celebrate tonight the heart of the transforming mystery of Christ. 
Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the end. Each liturgy from now on has a special 
intensity and is linked in a single stream through to Easter morning. The Jewish beginning of 
the day (in the evening) unites the events of Maundy Thursday with the death of Christ the 
next afternoon. The fact that this liturgy continues into a watch reinforces the continuity.   
The Eucharist is both the sign and means of our becoming what we are: the body of Christ. 
Eating his body and drinking his blood, we have new life. The Eucharistic bread and wine are 
the Body of Christ. Those who eat and drink them become what they consume: the body of 
Christ. 
A failure to discern the body is a failure to relate to each other in a way which demonstrates 
the reality we have become. (1 Cor. 11:29f) 
The washing of feet, like the Eucharist, is a revelation of the church to itself: ‘If I, your Lord 
and teacher, have washed your feet, then surely you must wash one another’s feet.’ (Jn 13:14) 
Once ministered to by Christ, we are both enabled and impelled to minister to each other.  
This mutual ministry is the sign that we have been bound to each other by him, and our 
behaviour toward each other will demonstrate our reality as the church – the body of Christ.
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Order of Service 
Organ Prelude 

Please stand as the servers, choir, and sacred ministers enter in silence. 
 

Introit 

Sung by the choir.

 

Gathering in God’s Name 

The celebrant greets the community. 
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Kyrie            Josquin de Prez (c.1450/55-1521)  Missa Pange lingua 
Sung by the choir 

Confession and Absolution 

Silence is kept. 



Gloria in Excelsis Deo     Josquin  Missa Pange lingua 
Sung by the choir 



6 

 

 

 

 

Collect 

The community prays silently. 

First Reading 

A reading from the book Exodus  12: 1–4, 11–14
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A silence for reflection follows the reading, after which is said, 

 
Psalm                 116: 1–2, 11–18 
The choir sings the psalm to plainsong tone II.i.

Second Reading 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians            11: 23–26

A silence for reflection follows the reading, after which is said, 
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Hymn  

Gospel Reading           John 13: 1–17, 31b–35 
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Sermon 
 
Mandatum Novum 

Sung by the choir to plainsong. 

 
Footwashing 

The Celebrant prefaces the symbolic footwashing, saying, 

The Sacred Ministers take part in a symbolic footwashing at the foot of the chancel 
steps. On behalf of the congregation, they act out what Jesus did, acknowledging his 
command to love one another and to accept each other with grace and humility. 
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During the symbolic footwashing, The Choir sings, 

 

Prayers of the People
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Greeting of Peace 

We exchange a sign of peace with those nearby. 

 
Offertory Hymn   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The celebrant prays over the bread and wine, 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus     Josquin  Missa Pange lingua 

Sung by the choir 
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Silence is kept. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 

The celebrant breaks the bread and then says – 
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Agnus Dei       Josquin  Missa Pange lingua 
Sung by the choir 

Communion  
Communion will be distributed in both kinds from the chancel steps, but if you are 
concerned about use of the common cup, it is acceptable for you to receive Communion 
in one kind (i.e. the wafer only). Gluten-free wafers are available on request. You are also 
advised to take any valuables with you to Communion to ensure their security. Baptised 
Christians from all traditions are welcome to receive Communion. All others are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.  
The choir sings the Communion Motet. 

After Communion a silence is kept, then all stand with the sacred ministers. 
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Post-Communion Hymn  

Procession to the Altar of Repose  

Please kneel.  The choir sings the hymn and processes to the front aisles.  

The Blessed Sacrament is carried in solemn procession into the Chapel of the Holy 
Spirit and placed on the Altar of Repose, where it will remain throughout the night as 
the  Watch is kept.  

This recalls our Lord’s transition from the upper room to the Garden of Gethsemane, 
from fellowship to isolation. The Chapel is decorated with plants.  
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The liturgy now ends abruptly. Haphazard movement in the darkness represents the 
dispersal of the disciples.  
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The choir chants Psalm 22, the psalm of dereliction, and the stripping of the sanctuary 
begins. The stripping of the sanctuary anticipates the dereliction of Jesus. 
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All depart in silence. 
Silence is kept in and around the church until the Good Friday services begin, recalling 
that the first disciples in their fear fled and said nothing to anyone. 
 
Watch of Prayer  
A watch of prayer with the Blessed Sacrament in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit now 
begins. If you are not able to return during the night or in the  morning, you may wish 
to stay now for a time of prayer at the Chapel. 
The watch is kept throughout the night until 9:00am. 
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Holy Week and Easter Preacher 
The Rt Rev’d Stephen Pickard 
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Holy Week and Easter Worship 
 

Good Friday 15 April 2022 
9:00am 

Stations of the Cross 
 

12:00pm 
Liturgy of the Cross* 

 
7:30pm 

Choral Tenebrae* 
 

Holy Saturday 16 April 2022 
9:00am  

Morning Prayer  
 

Sunday 17 April 2022 
Easter Day 

6:00am  
The Great Easter Vigil * 

 
10:00am  

Solemn Choral Eucharist * 
 

Holy Week and Easter Preacher:   
The Rt Rev’d Stephen Pickard 


