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St James’ Institute fosters rational,  
informed discussions of religion.

The Institute is based in Sydney and hosts workshops, lectures,  
and discussion groups featuring leading historians,  
poets, religion writers, activists, and theologians.

St James’ Institute is an inclusive educational organisation.
We support people from many paths — those seeking God, those questioning  

faith, and those who simply wish to be better informed.

St James’ Institute respectfully engages  
in interreligious dialogue.

We are Christians who celebrate human diversity.  
We face difference in an open and friendly atmosphere.  
Many of our seminars feature multiple points of view.

Exploring Faith, Religion  
& Society in Sydney’s CBD

INSTITUTEINSTITUTEINSTITUTE



In recent months, this busy crossing 
space has hosted demonstrations over 
lockdowns, deaths in custody, assisted 
dying, and vaccination mandates. 
Queen’s Square is where disadvantaged 
people are fed and sleep and where 

natty professionals powerlunch. Silks swish about. It is an edgy corner.

The corner of King and Macquarie is a symbolic place. Here, law (NSW 
Supreme Court), religion (St James’ Church), and social life (Hyde Park) 
publicly intersect. Landmarks loom.

King and Macquarie is where we are too: in the middle of it all.

The St James’ Institute exists at the crossroads. Our objective is to “explore 
faith, religion, and society in Sydney’s CBD.” Just as there are many pathways 
leading into the Square, there are many routes into meaning and belonging. 
Openly investigating these twisting paths is our corner.

The Institute’s corner is not new. In 1845, Australia’s first divinity school— 
St James’ College—was “instituted” at the parsonage on King and Macquarie 
(Whitington, 1936). Today, the St James’ Institute continues the work of 
Bishop Broughton’s historic seminary. Starting in 2022, we revive this heritage 
of classic Anglican theological education in the form of “Trinity in Sydney.”

This broad, bizarre corner might just be where God is too—in busy, poor, 
rich, funky, old, modern, queer, straight, 
troubled, unbelievable places: squarely in 
the middle of it all.

Dr Aaron Ghiloni
Director, St James’ Institute

Director’s   Message

The corner of King  
& Macquarie Streets  
is a hub of hubbub.



Why are so many progressive churches afraid 
to take gospel-rooted political stances on 
important issues? Is their neutrality harmful?  
Our speakers think so.

Grace Community Boston began as 
an unabashedly progressive Christian 
community. Grace Community rejected the 
tired, traditional church model and discovered 
that an experimental, progressive approach is 
just what many seekers are looking for. 

Grace’s openness has created room for those 
who assume they don’t belong in the church 
and those who find strict doctrine limiting. It 
is a diverse community, with black and white, 
gay and straight, rich and poor, educated and 
uneducated, Hindus, Muslims, and atheists 
participating.

Rev. Abigail Henrich is the pastor of Grace 

Community Boston and co-founder of The 

Progressive Sacred podcast. She is an 

audaciously progressive feminist preacher. 

Rev. Jon Paul Sydnor PhD serves as 

theologian-in-residence at Grace Community 

Boston while also teaching world religions 

at Emmanuel College. He speaks and writes 

as a progressive Christian, especially on the 

podcast The Progressive Sacred. 

Responses will be given by Rev. Steff Fenton 

Co-Pastor and Co-Founder of New City 

Church and Rev. Adrian Sukumar-White, 

Chaplain at the University of Sydney and a 

Minister at Leichhardt Uniting Church.

Building Proud & Progressive Christian Communities

Tuesday, 18 January  •  11am  •  Webinar  •  $10



Despite its lack of respectability, the 
prosperity gospel is wildly popular throughout 
the Christian world, especially in Africa and 
Latin America. In Australia there 
are now more Pentecostals in 
church on a Sunday then Anglicans, 
and connections are often drawn 
between growth of the Pentecostal 
movement and preaching of healing 
and material prosperity. 

This talk will consider what exactly 
is meant by “the prosperity gospel,” 
why it is attractive, and the economic 
mechanisms through which it 
operates. Even though there is no 
denying its dark side, the prosperity 
gospel also represents a rediscovery 
of the material dimensions of the 
salvation God offers, in contrast 
to the over-spiritualised rich man’s 
gospel on offer in many declining 
churches in the contemporary West.

A response will be given by Dr Keith 
Carpenter, who holds a PhD in monetary 

economics and worked in senior management 

in two of Australia’s major banks. 

Paul Oslington is Professor of Economics 

and Theology at Alphacrucis College. He 

joined Alphacrucis in 2013 as inaugural Dean 

of Business and PhD Program Director, after 

previous appointments at Australian Catholic 

University and University of New South Wales. 

Oslington holds doctoral degrees in both 

economics and theology, and most of his 

recent research has been on their historical 

relationships. This includes The Oxford 

Handbook of Christianity and Economics, 

Political Economy as Natural Theology: Smith, 

Malthus and their Followers, and a book 

commissioned by Harvard University Press 

on the history of economic thinking in the 

Christian tradition.

Economics & the Prosperity Gospel in Australia

Paul Oslington 

Sunday, 27 February  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25

Paul Oslington, PhD, DTheol
Sunday 27 February, 2:00pm | $25 | St James’ Hall & Online

Economics 
              & the Prosperity Gospel

“You need more money” – Brian Houston
In Australia, there are more Pentecostals in church on a Sunday than Anglicans. 

Connections are often drawn between growth of Pentecostalism 
and its emphasis on healing and material prosperity.  

Bringing together economics and theology, this talk will consider what is meant by 
‘the prosperity gospel’, why it is attractive, 

and the material and financial mechanisms by which it operates. 
Special emphasis will be given to the economics of Australian Pentecostalism.

 Institute
stjamesinstitute.org.au



We live in an age of intensification of identity 
politics. Celebrating an Anglican propensity 
for the via media, this talk reimagines identity 
formation as a mediation between multiple 
belonging and resistant unbelonging while 
being shaped for the kingdom of God. It 
involves mediating between two movements 
in service of God’s blessed commonwealth. 
First, multiple belonging is celebrated through 
the “bonds of affection” generated by the 
Spirit. Blood is no longer thicker than water. 
In fact, the water of baptism renders water 
thicker than blood. Rather than being bound 
by affiliation to ethnicity, gender, class, and 
political party, belonging through such bonds 
of affection connects the wonderfully diverse 
Anglican Communion to serve as the multiple 
yet integrated body of Christ in the world. 
Second, resistant unbelonging is cultivated 
through sharing in the “bonds of affliction” 
in solidarity with Christ among us as “one 
of the least of these.” They are the poor, 
outcast, hunted down, and the losers in the 
eyes of wannabe great nations. Because “the 
fellowship of the beatitudes is the fellowship 
of the Crucified” (Bonhoeffer), we unbelong 
to the privilege of greatness to usher in God’s 
kingdom. The water of baptism invites us 
to die to the entitlements of the Old Adam-
Eve and rise to follow in the Way of the New 
Eve-Adam. Our own Christian identity on the 
Anglican Way lies in the mediation between 
these two movements with an openness  
to be shaped for the Blessed becoming of  
God’s kin[g]dom. This requires a truly 
revolutionary spirit!

Sathianathan “Sathi” Clarke is the Bishop 
Sundo Kim Chair in World Christianity and 
Professor of Theology, Culture, and Mission  
at Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington 
D. C. He is an ordained Presbyter of the 
Church of South India and serves as 
Assisting Clergy at the Church of the 
Epiphany, Washington D. C. Clarke is the 
author of Competing Fundamentalisms: 
Violent Extremism in Christianity, Islam, and 
Hinduism (2018), Dalits and Christianity: 
Subaltern Religion & Liberation Theology 
in India (1998), and co-editor of The Oxford 
Handbook of Anglican Studies (2016). 

The Anglican Way

Sunday, 27 March   •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25

Balancing Multiple Belonging with Resistant Unbelonging  
for Blessed Kingdom Becoming

Sathianathan Clarke 



Responding to Domestic Violence in Faith Communities

Creating Safe Spaces in Churches

Thursday, 31 March  •  11am  •  Webinar  •  $15

According to recent research in Australia, 
domestic violence is as prevalent in church 
communities as in the wider community, and 
many ministers feel underequipped to deal 
with this situation. In this seminar, a panel 
of experts working with domestic violence 
survivors and churches will seek to answer 
the questions:

How do we understand what domestic 
violence looks like in our church 
communities?

How do we speak with the victims and their 
alleged perpetrators?

How do we work towards creating safe  
spaces in our communities free from  
domestic violence?

How do we talk about this  
in our communities?

This practical webinar will introduce you to 
the current situation concerning domestic 
violence in churches in Australia and provide 
ideas, tools, and resources to assist in 
creating a safe church community. Informed 

by a Christian theological view of respectful 
relationships, this seminar will offer helpful 
support for ministers, pastoral workers, and 
faith communities in tackling this challenging 
and difficult problem.

Lynda Dunstan has a background in social 
work, psychology, and dispute resolution, and 
is currently the Family and Domestic Violence 
Advisor for Anglicare Sydney. Tracy Lauersen 
is Rector of St Paul’s Anglican church in 
Warragul and convenor of the Anglican Family 
Violence Working Group which commissioned 
the National Anglican Family Violence 
Research Report. Nicola Lock is a Registered 
Relationship Counsellor, a member of the 
Anglican Safe Ministry Commission, and a 
contributor to Christians for Biblical  
Equality’s 2022 publication, Created to  
Thrive: Cultivating Abuse Free Communities. 
Kylie Maddox Pidgeon is a Registered 
Psychologist with particular interest in 
domestic abuse in Christian communities and 
a published author on this subject.

Lynda Dunstan Tracy LauersenNicola Lock Kylie Maddox Pidgeon



If anything pulls one out of ordinary time, it is 
death. A cartoon character says: “The results 
of a study released today confirm that living is 
the number one cause of death.”

What lies at the heart of pastoral and spiritual 
care for people at the end of their lives? 
While opinions may vary, and euphemisms 
abound, the fact of death cannot be denied, 
yet its name is seldom spoken. What is also 
unequivocal is our responsibility as a society 
to do all in our means to ensure people living 
and dying from serious illness have equitable 
access to high quality support and care. We 
would not tolerate suboptimal care at the 
commencement of life. Pastoral and spiritual 
issues deserve increased focus for the frailest 
older members of our community. 

Associate Professor Rosalie Hudson (RN, Dip 
Arts, B App Sci, B Theol, M Theol, Grad Dip 
Geront., PhD) is a nurse educator with a keen 
interest in theological and spiritual aspects of 

ageing, death and dying. Her latest book  
is Ageing in a Nursing Home: Foundations  
for Care. 

Rosalie Hudson

Tuesday, 3 May  •  10am – 2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $60

End-of-Life Care: Spiritual & Pastoral Dimensions



Sunday, 15 May  •  2pm  •  Sydney Jewish Museum  •  Institute Subscribers Only

The Holocaust was one of the definitive 
moments in modern Jewish history. The 
systematic, state-sponsored murder of 
six million Jews has led to the inevitable 
questions concerning the Covenant and 
the presence of God at this tragic time. For 
many Jewish people today, the Holocaust 
represents the ultimate evil and suffering in 
all of history. 

Although the Holocaust did not affect long 
lasting changes in the beliefs of most of 
the Holocaust survivors, there remains a 
questioning of the long held theological 

“solutions” as to the omnipotent, omniscient 
and fair and just God. This seminar will 
examine the different theological responses 
to the challenge of the Holocaust as scholars 
grapple with this still very recent period of 
history.

Sandy Hollis is the Community and 
Professional Education officer at the Sydney 
Jewish Museum, Vice Chairperson of the 
NSW Studies of Religion Association and 
co-author of the leading Studies of Religion 
HSC textbook.

Post-Holocaust Theology
Including a guided tour of the Sydney Jewish Museum



The Fifth Robin Sharwood Lecture in Church Law 

A review of the impact of Commonwealth 

and State laws on religious institutions. The 

lecture will examine why and how there 

has been an increasing intrusion onto the 

historical autonomy of religious institutions, 

and consider whether there should be cause 

for concern or ready acceptance of these 

reforms.

The Sharwood Lecture is presented in 

conjunction with Trinity College, University of 

Melbourne.

Michael W. Shand AM QC has practised 

at the Bar since 1980 and was appointed 

Queen’s Counsel in 1997. Shand has served 

as Chancellor to the Anglican Primate of 

Australia and Chancellor of the Anglican 

dioceses of Melbourne and Ballarat. In 2019, 

Michael was appointed a member of the Order 

of Australia (General Division).

Wednesday, 25 May  •  7:30pm  •  St James’ Church  •  Free with registration

State Law & Religious Institutions:  
Cause for Concern or Reform?

Michael Shand

The Robin Sharwood Lecture in Church Law is named in honour of the 
late Professor Robin Lorimer Sharwood AM, who is a former Warden of 

Trinity College, Melbourne. He was a passionate follower of the Anglican 
faith and had a particular interest in church law, given his background 

as an academic lawyer. In his will, Professor Sharwood generously  
bestowed a share of his estate to Trinity College to establish  

and finance a lecture series on this subject. 



Ebru Marbling Workshop

Ebru is a form of paper 
marbling used to 
produce mesmerising 
works. Particularly 
popular in Turkey and 
Central Asia, Ebru 
paintings are produced 
using dyes, a water-
based solution, and 
a set of unique tools. 
Like printmaking, 
Ebru works of art are 
created by transferring 
designs, patterns, and 
motifs onto sheets of paper, fabric, and other 
canvases.

In this two-hour workshop, there will be a 
demonstration of Ebru art by the instructor, 

then attendees will have the opportunity to 
make their own Ebru art with the aid of an 
instructor and take their work home.

Traditional finger foods will be served.  
All materials included.

An art-based interfaith event

Saturday, 4 June  •  10:30am   
•  Islamic Sciences and Research Academy (Auburn)  •  $40

(For Institute subscribers there is a $20 materials fee, but admission is free.)



However, with rapid increases in life 
expectancy, death denial often impairs our 
ability to understand what it means to be a 
human. In this reflection on the theological 
dimension of ageing, The Rt Rev’d Professor 
Stephen Pickard explores the importance 
of retaining a sense of human mortality 
and what it means to bear the image of God 
throughout the lifespan. He will discuss the 

pastoral implications of this affirmation 
and the importance of an understanding of 
personhood that transcends the biomedical 
paradigm.

Stephen Pickard was Executive Director of 
the Australian Centre for Christianity and 
Culture (2013–March 2022), Charles Sturt 
University, and Assistant Bishop in the 
Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn. 
He continues as a Professor of Theology at 
CSU writing in the area of church, culture 
and mission. Of relevance to this address 
is his article “This Mortal Life: Ageing 
and Spirituality After the Great Transition” 
(Journal of Religion, Spirituality & Aging, 
2020).

Stephen Pickard

Ageing, Mortality, and Spiritual Existence Today

Sunday, 19 June  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25

Ageing has 
surprising 
implications 
for spiritual 
life. 

Join us for an interview with The Rt Rev’d Professor Pickard:
“In Conversation” with St James’ Church’s  

2022 Holy Week Preacher
Palm Sunday, 10 April  •  12pm  •  St James’ Hall and online



Twenty-Minute Talk: Jackson’s Mass of St James’
Gabriel Jackson’s Mass of St James’ was 
commissioned in celebration of the St James’ 
Church bicentennial. Just before the full Mass  
is premiered by the Choir of St James’ and the 
orchestra, come along to learn more about 
this stark and soaring new score.

Music historian Robert Forgács introduces  
key features of the Jackson Mass, as well as  
a historical background to the award-
winning composer’s work. This will include a 
discussion of his motet O sacrum convivium, 
dedicated to Jackson’s father, and sung by the 
Choir of Canterbury Cathedral, where Jackson 
was a boy chorister.

Dr Robert Forgács is a graduate of the 
Universities of Sydney and New South Wales,  
and has worked at UNSW as a casual lecturer, 
tutor, post-doctoral fellow, and research 
assistant. Forgács has written books and 
articles on sixteenth century music and music 
theory.   
His most recent publication is Latin & Music 
in the Early Era (Leiden, 2021). Robert is 
currently editing the complete Latin Motets 
of the sixteenth century German composer 
Gallus Dressler  for A-R Editions (Madison).

Sunday, 24 July  •  9:15am  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  Free

Gabriel Jackson



According to various Islamic traditions, 
Jesus (Isa) will one day be buried alongside 
Muhammad in Medina. Other hadiths describe 
the two prophets meeting in heaven. These 
reports suggest a kinship – if not equality – 
between Muhammad and Jesus.

This seminar will explore similarities and 
differences between the one the Quran calls 

“God’s Word bestowed on Mary” (Quran 
4:171) and the one the Bible may predict as 
a “Comforter” sent from the Father (John 
14:26). However, this interreligious dialogue 
will not propose a 1:1 analogy between 
Muhammad and Jesus. Instead, it will 
experiment with cross-tradition appreciation. 
A Muslim theologian and a Christian scholar 
will respectfully and candidly delve into each 
other’s faith, and the surprising overlaps 
between these monotheistic religions.

What role does Jesus have in Islamic 
spirituality?

Can Christians benefit from seeing 
Muhammad as divinely-sent wisdom teacher?

Why do Muslims say “peace be upon him” 
when they refer to Jesus?

Should Christians also say “peace be upon 
him” about Muhammad?

Mehmet Ozalp is an Islamic theologian and 
founding director of the Centre for Islamic 
Studies and Civilisation. Aaron Ghiloni is the 
author of Islam as Education (2019) and editor 
of World Religions and their Missions (2022). 
Both are experienced leaders of interreligious 
dialogues and members of the Centre for 
Public and Contextual Theology. The dialogue 
will be moderated by Professor Emerita 
Alanna Nobbs AM.  

A Muslim’s View of Jesus  
& A Christian’s View of Muhammad

Sunday, 7 August  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25

“Allah raised Jesus up unto Himself, and Allah is Mighty, Wise”
(Quran 4:158)

Memhet Ozalp and Aaron Ghiloni



Poetry is Essential to the Human Spirit

Sunday, 28 August  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25

Poetry is whispering, rustling through life. 
Poetry unsettles convention, inviting us to 
reimagine daily routines. Poetry helps us 
survive tragedy, creating new meanings 
amidst suffering. Poetry is shouting, 
imagining More to life.

In this seminar, theologian–poet Terry Veling 
describes how poetry is a way of noticing and 

responding to divine 
surprises in everyday 
life. Drawing on the 
Kabbalah (from the 
mystical tradition 
of Judaism), as well 
as Catholic theology, 
philosophy, and the 
prophetic voices 
of modern poets, 
Veling invites us to 

wonder afresh 
at our world. His 
talk—“Poetry 
is Essential 
to the Human 
Spirit”—will be 
interwoven with 
readings of his 
own poetry.

Terry Veling 
is the author 
of Someone to 
Love, Someone like You: Poems of Human & 
Divine Love (2020) and Spiral-Bound Poetry 
(2014) as well as works of theology. He was 
a Golda Meir Fellow at the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem and is a leader in the field of 
theopoetics.

Terry Veling

August is Poetry Month

Further On Up The Road (VM)  
Terry Veling, 2021

I’m chasing a sense of freedom

     I’m trying to let go

   I’m throwing out a lot of things

        I’m packing what remains

    I’m on the move

         I’m heading to another place

               I’m traveling further on up the road

          and it feels like a brand new day.



Christian Women in Leadership

Sunday, 18 September  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25  

Gender equality has not yet 
fully reached the Australian 
C-suite. Women make up less 
than 15% of board chairs and 
one-third of key management 
positions. However, the 
number of women promoted 
to management is rising. The 
glass ceiling has not shattered, 
but cracks are noticeable.

Does Christianity help the 
cause of gender parity or 
reinforce patriarchal limits?

In this seminar, we will 
hear from women who are 
Christian and also in senior 
leadership positions. How 
do they integrate faith with 
the demands of professional 
life? Does religious belonging 
inform how they manage 
the feminist dilemma of 
pursuing autonomy while 
also expressing loyalty to 
the group? Has the Church 
sponsored or hindered their 
development as executives?

This interactive discussion 
will explore the unique career paths and faith 
perspectives of women from different sectors 
of the Australian public life. 

Brigadier Suzanne Graham, CSC, is a 
logistics specialist in the Australian Army, 
presently responsible for the sustainment of 
the Army’s equipment and logistics support 
for training. Suzanne attends Dickson Baptist 
Church, Canberra with her husband and two 
primary school aged boys. April Palmerlee is 
CEO of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in Australia. AmCham is Australia’s 

largest and most influential international 

business organisation providing assistance to 

U.S. and Australian companies by promoting 

trade, commerce, and investment. Elinor 
Trevelyan-Jones is Vice Head Prefect at 

Abbotsleigh. Our interviewer, Carol Webster, 
is a Senior Counsel at the NSW Bar. She 

has appeared in the Appellate Tribunal of 

the Anglican Church and in the Episcopal 

Standards Board. Webster is a General Editor 

of NSW Civil Procedure and a Consultant 

Editor of the Australian Bar Review.

Carol Webster • Elinor Trevelyan-Jones 

April Palmerlee Suzanne Graham



Recent statistics indicate that as many as 
one in every two people will be diagnosed 
with cancer in their lifetimes. This is up from 
the already-grabbing 2011 estimate of one in 
three people. It is not difficult to understand 
why the figure is high and growing: people are 
living longer, and because cancer is a disease 
of cell mutation, the longer people live, the 
greater the chance for their cells to mutate 
malignantly. 

Discussing his book, The Lord, the Giver of 
Life (2021), systematic theologian and pastor 
Aaron Smith argues that cancer complicates 
our understanding of God’s creative work. 
It shows that mortality is not a scourge 
upon otherwise-immortal creatures, but is 
ingredient to creatureliness. Eden is not a 

“yesterday” to be restored, but a “tomorrow” 
to be fulfilled. Hope for creatures whose 
multicellular covenant is laden with fault can 
be found in a new covenant, and pastoral 
care for cancer patients anticipates the 

Edenic tomorrow by 
embracing covenantal 
communion today.

Aaron T. Smith 
earned a PhD in 
systematic theology 
from Marquette 
University and is the 
author of A Theology 
of the Third Article: 
Karl Barth and the Spirit of the Word (2014). 
He is the pastor of Hope Lutheran Church 
in California, and has lectured in systematic 
theology at United Lutheran Seminary in 
Pennsylvania. Cancer is a subject of both 
professional and personal interest: as a 
malady that raises critical questions about 
the goodness of creation, and that has deeply 
impacted his family.

Eden Tomorrow: The Creator and the Cancerous Creature

Tuesday, 4 October  •  11am  •  Webinar  •  $15

Aaron Smith

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month



Afterlives of Jesus: Jesus in Global Perspectives

Greg Jenks has been thinking out loud about 
Jesus for decades, but his latest book project 
is an edited collection of essays by scholars 
and religion practitioners from around the 
world and across faith boundaries. The focus 
is not on the historical Jesus (“back then”) 
but on the afterlives of Jesus (all around  
us now).

While Christianity is in decline, interest in 
Jesus shows no sign of abating. Across time 
and around the world even today, there is 
a rich and diverse repertoire of theological 
writings, devotional works, liturgies, art 

of various kinds, historical research, and 
charitable projects which constitute the 

“afterlives” of Jesus. This project traces 
the continuing impact of Jesus across 
time, distance, and culture, including within 
different religious traditions.

The Rev’d Dr Gregory C. Jenks recently 
retired as Dean of Grafton and was  
previously the Dean of St George’s College in 
Jerusalem. He is now pursuing his research 
interests as Director of the Centre for Coins, 
Culture and Religious History at St John’s 
Cathedral, Brisbane.

Greg Jenks

Sunday, 16 October  •  2pm  •  St James’ Hall and online  •  $25



Islamophobia and a Christian Response
In recent years, Muslims in the West 
have faced hate crimes and harassment, 
political scapegoating and institutionalised 
discrimination. How have Christians 
contributed to this climate of Islamophobia? 
And what role do they have in dismantling it? 

Drawing on her recent book, Jordan 
Denari Duffner will discuss contemporary 
Islamophobia among Christians, its historical 
antecedents, and how Christians can chart 
a new path forward in their relationship to 
Muslims. She will highlight some of the 
theological and moral resources from the 
Christian tradition that can be harnessed in 
this endeavor, and will share practical advice 
for standing in solidarity with Muslims and 
confronting Islamophobia.

A response will be given by Dr Derya 
Iner, chief investigator and editor of the 
Islamophobia in Australia reports.

Jordan Denari Duffner is a scholar, educator, 
and author of Islamophobia: What Christians 
Should Know (and Do) about Anti-Muslim 
Discrimination (2021) and Finding Jesus 
among Muslims: How Loving Islam Makes 
Me a Better Catholic (2017). She is currently 
pursuing a PhD in theology and religious 
studies at Georgetown University in 
Washington, DC.

Jordan Denari Duffner 

Derya Inyer 

Tuesday, 8 November  •  11am  •  Webinar  •  $15



The Madness of Grief:  
A Memoir of Love & Loss  

by Richard Coles 
Beginning in April

The Difficult Words of Jesus 
by Amy-Jill Levine

Lent Study, beginning in March

Being Disciples: Essentials  
of the Christian Life  

by Rowan Williams
Advent Study, beginning in November

The Universal Christ  
by Richard Rohr
Beginning in May

Book Groups

To join any of these groups, contact us at institute@sjks.org.au.

Our book groups offer opportunities to explore different topics related  
to spirituality and faith in the modern world. The groups are discussion-based  

and are led by experienced facilitators.



Meditation  
“...there are times when good words are to be  
        left unsaid out of esteem for silence.” 

(Rule of St Benedict, ch. 6)

Many wisdom traditions have discovered the power 
of silence. Learn how to enter stillness through 
contemplation and heart prayer. This quiet day 
will assist those wanting to develop a practice of 
meditation during the season of Lent.

Saturday, 5 March  •  10am – 3pm  
•  St James’ Church  •  $30

Praying the Hours  
“...announce, day and night,  
         the hour for the Work of God.” 

(Rule of St Benedict, ch. 47)

Learn to pattern your day around prayer. The 
Liturgy of the Hours is an ancient Christian practice 
that gives spiritual structure to daily life. This quiet 
day will examine how the Daily Office, particularly 
the “hours” of Morning and Evening Prayer, enable 
us to begin and end each day centered in God.

Saturday, 11 June  •  10am – 3pm  
•  St James’ Church  •  $30

Spiritual PracticesBook Groups
There are diverse ways of nurturing spiritual life. These quiet days introduce 

the “why” and “how” of different forms of prayer. Attendance is open to people 
from a variety of religious backgrounds, spiritual paths, and church traditions.

 

•  21 – 23 October   
•  St Mary’s Towers,  

Douglas Park  
•  $310

Retreat  
Intimacy & Compassion

Presented by Sr Colleen Rhodes RSM

Reflection on the relationship between 

intimacy and compassion, and how they fit 

together can enable us to grow into more 

fulfilling experiences of both.

This retreat will be facilitated by St Mary’s  

Towers Retreat Centre in Douglas Park with 

a special invitation for people connected to 

the St James’ Institute to participate.  

St Mary’s fee includes accommodation, 

meals, and daily spiritual direction. 

Enquiries can be directed to  

contact@towersretreat.org.au.

Saturday, 26 November  •  10am – 3pm  •  St James’ Church  •  $30

Lectio Divina  
“Listen readily to holy reading...”   
                                       (Rule of St Benedict, ch. 4)

The Bible is far more than a book of information. The holy text facilitates inner transformation when it is 
read slowly and meditatively as the words come alive in a fresh way. Learn the practice of “divine reading” 
as you enter the season of Advent.



Trinity in Sydney offers exclusive discounts for St James’ Institute annual subscribers!
Subscribers receive $100 off the audit fee of each week-long intensive.

Trinity in Sydney is an exciting new 
partnership between St James’ Institute 
and Trinity College Theological School 
(TCTS), Melbourne, which will see TCTS’s 
world-renowned faculty teaching a series 
of seminars and intensives at the St James’ 
Institute from 2022. The units will suit both 
clergy and laity, either for credit or audit. 

TCTS has been offering theological education 
since 1877 and its courses are accredited by 
the University of Divinity.

Trinity in Sydney courses 
are designed for both 
clergy and laity, and can 
be taken either for credit 
or audit.

Trinity College Theological 
School Dean, the 
Rev’d Canon Dr Bob 
Derrenbacker says the 
partnership with the St 
James’ Institute is exciting 
as it will extend the reach 
and influence of TCTS and 
contribute to the diversity 
of Anglican theological 
education of Sydney.

“This partnership begins to address the desire 
by many in Sydney for Anglican theological 
education from a Broad Church and Anglo-
Catholic perspective. I am thrilled that TCTS 
is partnering with the St James’ Institute, 
which already has an established reputation 
for providing intellectually and spiritually 
meaningful theological education to  
Anglicans in Sydney.”

Bob Derrenbacker 

Trinity in Sydney



The Gospel of Luke provides a distinctive 
portrait of Jesus. The Gospel includes 
accounts that are unique to Luke and yet 
are among the best-known stories in the 
Gospels, stories like the parables of the Good 
Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. 

This day-long study will focus on introductory 
issues related to the Gospel of Luke, including 

authorship, date of composition, its relation 
to the other Gospels, main themes and 
interests, its distinctive Passion Narrative, 
and how it relates to Luke’s sequel – the Acts 
of the Apostles. Special attention will be paid 
to how the Lectionary presents the Gospel of 
Luke in Year C. 

God’s promises to Abraham include land 
possession, a great nation, and blessing to 
all nations—theological themes that extend 
through the Bible to the New Testament.  
But what about the dispossessed? And those 
outside that “great” nation, including the 
refugee? Is there any place for blessing from 
other nations as well as to them? 

Probing the drama and detail of the  
Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar stories,  
this session will consider the theology 
of Genesis within the context of ancient 
Israel’s history and its intersection with 
contemporary Christian concerns.

12 February  •  10am – 4 pm  •  St James’ Hall   •  $75

2 July  •  10am – 4pm  •  St James’ Hall   •  $75

Trinity in Sydney

Saturday Seminar cost ($75)  
can be credited towards audit  

of the full intensive.

Saturday Seminar: February

Introducing the Gospel of Luke:  
“An orderly account of the events that 
have been fulfilled among us” 
Lecturer: Rev’d Canon Dr Robert  
(Bob) Derrenbacker

Saturday Seminar: July

Abraham: An Introduction to the 
Politics & Promises of the Book of Genesis 
Lecturer: Dr Rachelle Gilmour



Academic courses can be taken for credit or audit, and are open to clergy and laity.

This one-week intensive will work through 
the Gospel of Luke, with particular attention 
to how Luke develops his particular interests 
and themes. These will include food and 
table-fellowship, wealth and poverty, prayer, 
the Holy Spirit, geography, women and female 
characters, universal membership in the 
Kingdom of God, and the appropriation of Old 
Testament motifs. 

Special focus will be paid to reading Luke 
in comparison to other Gospels (especially 
Mark), Luke’s distinctive portrait of Jesus and 
his first followers, and how Luke’s Gospel has 
meaning for Christian readers interested in 
social justice today. 

12, 14-17 February  •  Course codes: BN3300T/9300T
The Gospel of Luke: “Proclaim the Year of the Lord’s Favour”

Academic Intensive: February

The Gospel of Luke: “Proclaim the Year of the Lord’s Favour” 
Lecturer: Rev’d Canon Dr Robert (Bob) Derrenbacker



This one-week intensive will look at when and 
why the narratives of Israel’s beginnings in 
the book of Genesis were written through a 
careful study of its texts and narrative artistry. 

Through the stories of their ancestors, ancient 
Israel and Judah negotiated issues of national 
identity, land possession and dispossession, 
exiles, and refugees. In doing so, theological 

themes related to God’s sovereignty, divine 
presence and transcendence, election, 
the politics of gender, reconciliation, and 
hospitality to the stranger were formulated 
and debated, developing as the community 
went from kingdom to exile to life in the land 
under foreign imperial rule.

2, 4-7 July  •  Course codes: BA3100T/9100T

Meet the Academic Dean
If you would like to learn more about study options through Trinity College, come along  

to a free online meeting with the Academic Dean, The Rev’d Professor Mark Lindsay.

Find out about enrolment, auditing, earning credit through the University of Divinity, discounts 
for St James’ Institute subscribers, assessment, library resources, how theological education 

can benefit your spiritual life, and answers to other questions you have.

Register via sjks.org.au/st-james-institute/events or contact tcts@trinity.edu.

9:15am  •  17 January / 7 February / 20 June

Academic Intensive: July

Book of Genesis: Politics & Promises  
Lecturer: Dr Rachelle Gilmour



We can work with this process by 
exploring, engaging, and becoming 
transformed people in the many ways 
that human life enjoys. Indeed, at best 
this is a holistic experience that brings 
meaning, purpose, fulfilment, and 
maturity both to an individual as well as 
to the wider community around them.

The Christian faith sees this as a 
spiritual matter that touches upon the 
whole person – physically, emotionally, 

mentally, and spiritually. It is therefore important to nurture our faith through 
involvement in the activities of the people of God such as worship, pastoral care, 
the mission of the church in society, and education. It is about becoming the 
person that God wants us to be.

For decades, the St James’ Institute has provided a range of opportunities for 
spiritual growth to the people of Sydney. It has also become a vital aspect of 
our ministry as the people of God in this place and is open to all people. As a 
subscriber to the Institute you can avail yourself of a range of opportunities for 
spiritual nurture and growth. I therefore 
encourage you to get involved, explore, 
and grow.

The Rev’d Andrew Sempell 
Rector, St James’ King Street

Rector’s   Message

From beginning 
to end, life is a 
process through 
which we grow 
and change.



Coming in 
      Spring 2022

Online Symposium Discussing Pluralism & Religious Missions
Highlighting perspectives from the Bahá’í Faith, Buddhism, Christianity,  

Hinduism, Islam, Mormonism, and nonreligion. 

An international panel, featuring the contributors  
to World Religions and their Missions

Topics to be explored include proselytisation, conversion, translation,  
colonialism, humanitarianism, interfaith encounter, secularism,  

and the transnational expansion of religions.



2022 St James’ Institute 
Subscriptions

$195 Adult
$175 Concession

(Centrelink pensioners and fulltime students)

An annual subscription includes:
• Priority admission to all annual activities*

• Three quiet days
• Discount of $100 for each Trinity in Sydney intensive (audit)

* Trinity in Sydney courses and the retreat are not part of an annual subscription.

sjks.org.au/subscribe

CONTACT US
stjamesinstitute.org.au

Level 1, 169-171 Phillip Street, Sydney
02 8227 1300  •  institute@sjks.org.au

 InstituteJames  •   StJamesInstitute

INSTITUTE




