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As Sydney’s oldest church, St James’ is a place of soul-stirring worship, challenging preaching
and fine music. We are a progressive community that welcomes all people regardless of age, race,
sexual orientation or religion.

We also acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land of which we worship
—the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.



Organ Prelude
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), arr. N. Rawsthorne — Sheep may safely graze

Procession
Please stand as the ministers enter the church.

Preces
Sung by The Choir to setting by Alistair Nelson (b.1980)

Officiant \ 0 Lord, open thou our lips.
Cantors And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

\ 0 God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

Please be seated.

Psalm
The Choir sings the Psalm, to a chant by A. Nelson.
The Lord is my shepherd:
therefore can | lack nothing.
He shall feed me in a green pasture:
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
He shall convert my soul:
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death , | will fear no evil:

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me:
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and | will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
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First Lesson
A reading from the Book of Judith 14

Then Judith said to them, ‘Listen to me, my friends. Take this head and hang it upon the parapet of
your wall. As soon as day breaks and the sun rises on the earth, each of you take up your weapons,
and let every able-bodied man go out of the town; set a captain over them, as if you were going down
to the plain against the Assyrian outpost; only do not go down. Then they will seize their arms and go
into the camp and rouse the officers of the Assyrian army. They will rush into the tent of Holofernes
and will not find him. Then panic will come over them, and they will flee before you. Then you and all
who live within the borders of Israel will pursue them and cut them down in their tracks. But before
you do all this, bring Achior the Ammonite to me so that he may see and recognize the man who
despised the house of Israel and sent him to us as if to his death.’

So they summoned Achior from the house of Uzziah. When he came and saw the head of Holofernes
in the hand of one of the men in the assembly of the people, he fell down on his face in a faint. When
they raised him up he threw himself at Judith’s feet, and did obeisance to her, and said, ‘Blessed are
you in every tent of Judah! In every nation those who hear your name will be alarmed. Now tell me
what you have done during these days.’

So Judith told him in the presence of the people all that she had done, from the day she left until the
moment she began speaking to them. When she had finished, the people raised a great shout and
made a joyful noise in their town. When Achior saw all that the God of Israel had done, he believed
firmly in God. So he was circumcised, and joined the house of Israel, remaining so to this day.

As soon as it was dawn they hung the head of Holofernes on the wall. Then they all took their



