10am Pew Sheet
ADVENT SUNDAY

REFLECTION
The season of Advent provides us the opportunity to think about the coming of
Christ. We live between two advents of Christ – his first in humility and
weakness as a baby, and his second anticipated in glory. During Advent we take
the opportunity to reflect upon God’s presence in our lives and prepare
ourselves to celebrate the coming of the Kingdom of God in all its fullness.
Gracious God,
help us to discern our times with trust and hope.
When everything seems confused,
may we stand firm in your purpose and mercy.
When nothing seems to change,
may we seek the coming of new days and opportunities. Amen.
As Sydney’s oldest church, St James’ is a place of soul-stirring worship, challenging preaching
and fine music. We are a progressive community that welcomes all people regardless of age,
race, sexual orientation, or religion. We also acknowledge the traditional custodians of the
land on which we worship—the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.
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Today’s Service Information
Preacher

8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Choral Eucharist

7:30pm Advent Carol Service

View online at 10:00am and 7:30pm
sjks.org.au/online-services or
facebook.com/stjameskingstreet
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,
I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
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St James’ & COVID-19
Attendance at Services
Services of worship are open to worshippers, although with restricted numbers.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The following COVID-19 restrictions apply:
People must register using the QR code or written register at the entrance;
Physical distancing remains under the 2 sqm rule, with seating at the green
dots on the pews unless from the same household;
Masks must be worn while inside the building;
Fully vaccinated members of the congregation are permitted to sing during
services;
The use of hand sanitiser is encouraged; and,
People must not attend worship if feeling unwell.

Sundays
8:00am Holy Eucharist: A maximum number of 50 people may attend this
service. Entry is by the North Porch, and all will be seated at the sanctuary end
of the nave.
10:00am Choral Eucharist: A maximum number of 160 people may attend
this service. Entry is by the Tower Porch, and all will be seated at the tower end
of the nave. This service is also livestreamed (view online at
sjks.org.au/online-services, on Facebook, or the day after on YouTube).
Refreshments are served after this service.
Communion is available in both kinds but receiving the chalice is optional.

4:00pm Choral Evensong (last Sunday of the month):
same as 10:00am Choral Eucharist.
Kids @ Church
Kids @ Church will meet via Zoom.
Weekdays
12:30pm Lunchtime Eucharist: A maximum of 12 people may attend this
service, entering by the North Porch.
Communion is available in both kinds but receiving the chalice is optional.
6:15pm Wednesday Evensong: same as 10:00am Choral Eucharist.
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Morning and Evening Prayer
Morning Prayer meets at 8:30am
and Evening Prayer meets at 5:00pm Monday to Friday via Zoom.
Parish Morning Teas
These informal gatherings are held online on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10:30am until 11:30am via Zoom. See Notices for details.
Resting Space
Resting Space meets fortnightly on Tuesdays at 7:45pm via Zoom.
To join, please contact Nick Ingram.
Christian Meditation
The Tuesday and Wednesday groups meet via Zoom. The Friday group is
cancelled during lockdown.
Lunchtime Concerts
Lunchtime Concerts are on Wednesdays at 1:15pm. Patrons can attend in
person or view online via livestream. For further information, go to
www.sjks.org.au/music/lunchtime-concerts/
Parish Office
The Parish Office is open to members of the public, but many office staff will
continue to work from home. As with worship, visitors must wear a mask, and
register their attendance using the Hall QR code. Only a limited number of
people will be allowed in the office area at any time.
Visitors to the office should make appointments before attending to ensure that
the person they wish to see will be available.
The Church
The Church is open to members of the public from 10:00am until 4:00pm,
Mondays to Fridays. Visitors are required to register upon entering the Church.
www.sjks.org.au/messages-re-covid-19/

4

The Season of Advent
Today marks the beginning of the church’s year. Advent is also the four-week period of
preparation for Christmas. At one time, Christians observed Advent with fasting but this
practice is no longer formally required. Nonetheless, Advent has a more solemn character
with this marked by the use of the colour purple and by the omission of the Gloria at the
Eucharist.You will also notice that there are some different prayers used in the services.
During Advent we focus not only on the coming of the Christ child at Bethlehem but also
on the Second Coming of Christ as Judge at the Last Day. In this way, Advent invites us to
give thanks for what God has accomplished, and to ponder the fulfilment of God’s
promises in the future.

Order of Service
Prelude
First Sunday of Advent Liturgy
Please stand. The choir sings the Advent Prose,

Processional Hymn
Fully vaccinated members of the congregation may sing, in accordance with COVID-19
restrictions.
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Lighting of the Advent Candle
The first candle will be lit. It is called the Prophets’ Candle to remind us of the Hebrew
Testament prophecies about the Messiah.

Processional Hymn

Welcome and Invocation
The celebrant welcomes the people, then says,
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Dedication of the 2021 Christmas Bowl
The Story of the Christmas Bowl
On Christmas Day in 1949, the Reverend Frank Byatt of Victoria placed an empty bowl on
the dinner table during Christmas dinner. He asked everyone sitting at the table with him to
think about their good fortune and then asked them to think about those around the world
who had to go without. He then asked everyone to put in the bowl what they thought their
Christmas dinner had cost. This was the very first Christmas Bowl and it raised money for
Eastern European refugees displaced from their homes due to World War II. Just as Reverend
Frank Byatt placed a bowl on his Christmas dinner table over 60 years ago, you can too.
An empty bowl is brought from the body of the congregation by the Act for Peace
Representatives and placed in a position visible to all.

Commissioning of Act for Peace Representatives in the
Congregation

•
•
•
•
•
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Addressing the congregation, the Rector says;

Kyrie
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) – Mass in G minor
The choir sings the Kyrie and the Altar is censed.

Confession
The deacon says,
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A time of silence is kept.

The celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness.


Collect of the Day

Please sit.
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First Reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah

33: 14 - 16

A short silence is observed.

Psalm
The choir sings the psalm to plainsong tone I.i.
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25: 1 - 10

Second Reading
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

3: 9 - 13

A short silence is observed.

Please stand.
Hymn
Fully vaccinated members of the congregation may sing, in accordance with COVID-19
restrictions.
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Gospel Acclamation

Please remain standing and turn to face the Gospel reader.
Gospel Reading
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Luke 21: 25 - 38

Sermon
Nicene Creed
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Intercessions

The following response may be used,

At the conclusion of the prayers the deacon says,

Greeting of Peace
The celebrant says,

Offertory Hymn
Please consider making an offering at sjks.org.au/donate or via the tap-and-go machines
as you leave the church. Fully vaccinated members of the congregation may sing, in
accordance with COVID-19 restrictions.
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The celebrant prays over the bread and wine,

Sursum Corda and Great Thanksgiving

Sanctus and Benedictus
Sung by the choir.



Vaughan Williams – Mass in G minor
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A bell is rung, and silence is kept.
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Breaking of the Bread
The celebrant breaks the bread and says,

Agnus Dei
Sung by the choir. Please sit.

Vaughan Williams – Mass in G minor

Communion
Communion will be distributed in both kinds from the chancel steps. It is permissible to
receive communion in one kind if you prefer.The choir sings the motet,
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Post-Communion Prayer
Please stand.The celebrant prays the post-communion prayer.

Notices
Hymn
Please stand. Fully vaccinated members of the congregation may sing the hymn, in
accordance with COVID-19 restrictions.
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Blessing and Dismissal


Postlude
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A Prayer for a Broken World
Almighty God, creator, and preserver of our world,
we pray for peace, justice, and compassion for those in need.
Have mercy on our broken and divided world
and banish the spirit that makes for war.
We pray especially for all affected by the escalating turmoil
and tragic events in Afghanistan, the ongoing conflict in Myanmar,
and the many other places where there is conflict and persecution.
Restrain the forces of evil and protect the vulnerable –
especially women and children,
as well as those who seek refuge from oppression and death.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who went to the cross for those in need of salvation. Amen.
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Please pray for:

Please note that names of the sick will remain on the ‘Immediate’ list for one month only.
If there is a need for a name to remain longer, please ask for it to be placed on the ‘Long
Term’ list. All requests should be made to Dianne Ward or Jonathan Elcock, the Office
Administrators, at office@sjks.org.au or 8227 1300.
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Go Deep into the Mystery of Advent
Advent Interviews
Sydney spiritual writer, Robyn Wrigley-Carr recently interviewed the following
Christian leaders on Advent themes:
•
Stephen Cottrell (Archbishop of York) about God's perpetual coming
•
Rowan Williams about waiting on God, and forgiveness
•
Elaine Storkey suffering and the costly Christ
•
John Swinton about adoration and the need to slow down
•
Brian McLaren about adoration and transfiguration
The interviews can be viewed online at homegroups.org.uk/series/music-ofeternity.

Excerpt from a Church Times review of Being Christian by Rowan
Williams, our Advent book for 2021
Based on Holy Week talks originally given in Canterbury Cathedral,
Being Christian examines four things that, in one sense or another, we
might suppose to be the basic components of being part of the Church.
This is a book remarkably free of tips for self-improvement or
spiritual gain. There is no trace of the individualism that can so distort
Christian belief and practice. Williams's emphasis is constantly on
Christ and his example, and how we might be changed by it within the
fellowship of the Church…This is a work of enormous substance,
boiled down to 80 pages of gold dust, for less than the price of a packet of
cigarettes. It is impossible for any review to do it justice; so you must buy it and read
it. And then read it again. And again.
Review by The Rev’d Peter McGeary, Vicar of St Mary's, Cable Street, in east London, and a
Priest-Vicar ofWestminster Abbey.
Starting tomorrow: Advent Discussion Groups
Advent discussion groups begin this week! Four groups are available:
Monday 10 am – Chatswood
Tuesday 10 am – fully booked
Wednesday 7:30 pm – St James’ Hall
Thursday 1 pm – St James Hall
Register for a group on the St James’ Institute website: www.sjks.org.au/life-andlearning/st-james-institute-registration-form
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Notices
Lunchtime Concerts are back!

Coming events at St James’ and
other important notices

Act for Peace Christmas Bowl

Thursday Parish Morning Teas

Resting Space Dinner, 7 Dec

We are Hiring!

Who is My Neighbour?

Friends of Music Membership
for 2022
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Notices

Coming events at St James’ and
other important notices

Myanmar Emergency Appeal

Services on YouTube

Flower Arrangers Needed

Double Your Impact!
A generous ABM donor has increased the
offer by $5,000 to match $ for $ for the
first $15,000 of donations received!

– Anthony Naake

Have you been receiving the
Rector’s Pastoral Letters?
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Books, CDs, Christmas Cards!

Order now at sjks.org.au/shop
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THE ST JAMES’ FOUNDATION

The St James’ Music Foundation
The St James’ Building and Property Foundation
The St James’ Foundation Ltd. manages two charitable trusts that assist the Parish of
St James with its music ministry and the maintenance and preservation of the
Church building. The St James’ Foundation is independent of parish control.
THE ST JAMES’ MUSIC FOUNDATION
The Music Foundation provides financial assistance to the Parish to enable
production and performance of:
a. Sacred and secular music with a particular focus on choral and pipe organ music,
b.
Sacred and secular dramatic works and artistic performances, and
c.
Sacred and secular performances of dance and movement, at or in association
with the Parish of St James.
The Music Foundation allows two kinds of donations; those toward current
expenditure and those toward capital. Donations toward Current Activities Fund
are intended for immediate use. This is the way that people support the Orchestral
Masses and other projects.
Donations to the capital are invested and the income distributed to the Parish.
Donations to the Music Foundation are tax deductible.
ST JAMES’ CHURCH BUILDING AND PROPERTY FOUNDATION
The Building Foundation provides financial assistance to the Parish for:
a.
The restoration, preservation, maintenance, improvement, enhancement and
upkeep of the church building, its fixtures, fittings and ornaments, and
b.
The preservation, protection, maintenance, improvement and enhancement of
any property which the Trustee determines is or could be trust property of
St James’.
The Building Foundation is principally a capital fund, the income of which is
distributed to the Parish. Donations to the Building are not tax-deductible.
DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS
These two foundations are vital for the ongoing ministry of the Parish. You are
therefore encouraged to consider making either a donation or bequest to them. A
brochure giving details of how to do this is available in the Baptistry or in the Parish
Office.
Christine Bishop LLB
Chair
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Please send any notices for inclusion
in the Parish News to the office by
Tuesday morning.

Parish of St James’ King Street

What’s on this week
Monday to Friday
Wednesday
*

Tuesday

Sunday 5 December
Second Sunday of Advent

8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Choral Eucharist*
Preacher:

*
•
•

The Rev’d Elaine Farmer

