10am Pew Sheet
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTION
This Sunday we focus on Mary the mother of Jesus. She was a person of humble
means who described herself as ‘a handmaid of the Lord’, being concerned to
fulfil the will of God. We too are called to fulfil God’s will. Let us therefore
make Christmas a time for renewal rather than of self indulgence.
Teach us to sing your praise, O God.
Teach us to sing with notes formed by hopes and acts of justice.
Teach us to sing with harmonies shaped by mercy’s wide embrace.
Teach us to sing Mary’s song of birth and rebirth
for all creation in Jesus Christ. Amen.
As Sydney’s oldest church, St James’ is a place of soul-stirring worship, challenging preaching
and fine music. We are a progressive community that welcomes all people regardless of age,
race, sexual orientation, or religion. We also acknowledge the traditional custodians of the
land on which we worship—the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation.
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Today’s Service Information
Preacher
8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Choral Eucharist with Kids@Church

7:30pm Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
View online at 10:00am and 7:30pm
sjks.org.au/online-services or
facebook.com/stjameskingstreet
PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTION
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at
this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,
I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
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St James’ & COVID-19
Attendance at Services
Services of worship are open to all worshippers.

•
•
•

•
•
•

The following COVID-19 restrictions and recommendations apply:
People must register using the QR code or written register at the entrance;
Masks are no longer required, but are strongly recommended;
Congregational singing is permitted without masks (but it is recommended
that the congregation use masks when singing);
Keep appropriate physical distancing where possible;
The use of hand sanitiser is encouraged; and,
People must not attend worship if feeling unwell.
Services and Events
Please refer to the back page for the schedule of services and events.
COVID-19 and Parish Information
The Rector’s Pastoral Letters, which include details about service
arrangements, can be viewed at
www.sjks.org.au/messages-re-covid-19/
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The Season of Advent
Advent is the four-week period of preparation for Christmas. At one time, Christians
observed Advent with fasting but this practice is no longer formally required. Nonetheless,
Advent has a more solemn character with this marked by the use of the colour purple and
by the omission of the Gloria at the Eucharist.You will also notice that there are some
different prayers used in the services. During Advent we focus not only on the coming of
the Christ child at Bethlehem but also on the Second Coming of Christ as Judge at the
Last Day. In this way, Advent invites us to give thanks for what God has accomplished, and
to ponder the fulfilment of God’s promises in the future.

Order of Service
Prelude
Fourth Sunday of Advent Liturgy
Please stand as the servers, choir, and sacred ministers enter.
The choir sings the Advent Prose,

Processional Hymn
Please stand as the servers, choir, and sacred ministers enter. It is recommended that the
congregation wear masks when singing.
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Lighting of the Advent Candle
The fourth candle will be lit. It is called the Angels’ Candle to remember the heralds of
Christ’s birth.

The fourth candle is lit.

Processional Hymn
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Welcome and Invocation
The celebrant welcomes the people, then says,

Kyrie
William Byrd (c.1540-1623) – Mass for FourVoices
The choir sings the Kyrie and the Altar is censed.

Confession
The deacon says,

A time of silence is kept.
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The celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness.


Collect of the Day

Kids@Church

The children, parents and Kids@Church leaders come forward. The celebrant prays,

The children walk in procession to the west porch and the congregation sings the
following hymn. It is recommended that the congregation wear masks when singing.
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Please sit.
First Reading
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah

5: 2 - 5a

A short silence is observed.

Canticle
The choir sings the canticle to plainsong tone II.ii solemn.
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Song of Mary

Second Reading
A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews

10: 5 - 10

A short silence is observed.

Please stand.
Hymn
It is recommended that the congregation wear masks when singing.
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Gospel Acclamation

Please remain standing and turn to face the Gospel reader.
Gospel Reading

Sermon
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Luke 1: 39 - 45

Nicene Creed



Intercessions
The following response may be used,

At the conclusion of the prayers the deacon says,
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Greeting of Peace
The celebrant says,

Offertory Hymn
During the hymn a collection for the church’s ministry will be received. You may wish to
make your offering at sjks.org.au/donate, or at the tap machine in the church. It is
recommended that the congregation wear masks when singing.
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The celebrant prays over the bread and wine,

Sursum Corda and Great Thanksgiving
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Sanctus and Benedictus
Sung by the choir.
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Byrd – Mass for FourVoices



A bell is rung, and silence is kept.

Breaking of the Bread
The celebrant breaks the bread and says,

Agnus Dei
Sung by the choir. Please sit.

Byrd – Mass for FourVoices
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Communion
Communion will be distributed in both kinds from the chancel steps. It is permissible to
receive communion in one kind if you prefer. The choir sings the motet,

Post-Communion Prayer
Please stand.The celebrant prays the post-communion prayer.

Notices

Hymn
Please stand. It is recommended that the congregation wear masks when singing.
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Blessing and Dismissal


Postlude

Children’s Christmas Pageant
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Kids@Church Christmas Pageant
Every year, kids@church presents a
Christmas nativity play as our contribution to
the celebration of Christmas.
This year is no different!
With many hurdles and challenges that COVID and 2021
has thrown at us, we have still managed to pull something
out of the hat! The show must go on!
This year, we have decided to present the play virtually again. It will be streamed
after this morning’s service for those watching from home, but we will also be
showing it in the crypt after the service for those attending church in person.
We hope that you will join us to watch during morning tea.

We are very excited that this year we are also streaming it after the Christingle
Service on Christmas Eve, and the play will be available to watch any time through
a link on the parish website, which allows extended families separated by COVID
to see the children’s efforts. Please visit https://www.sjks.org.au/christingle/ to
watch on line.
Over the past several years, our nativity play has evolved from a straight re-telling
of the Christmas story to being set in some comic and maybe bizarre situations.
With our small group of children keeping the story fresh and interesting is
important, but each year as we think up these new stories, we realise that the
Christmas story is so powerful that we can find its message in any situation.
In our story today, a group of friendly animals are trying to stream their first ever
online Christingle service! You might recognise these characters from a classic story...

It’s the day before Christmas Eve,
and there are many hurdles to face and problems to solve.
As our friends prepare for Christmas online,
some odd guests pop into their Zoom,
including a rather special family
stuck in hotel quarantine!
Will they get everything ready in time?
Will it be the best Christingle ever??
You will have to watch and see!
CharlotteWiltshire
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Please pray for:

Please note that names of the sick will remain on the ‘Immediate’ list for one month only.
If there is a need for a name to remain longer, please ask for it to be placed on the ‘Long
Term’ list. All requests should be made to Dianne Ward or Jonathan Elcock, the Office
Administrators, at office@sjks.org.au or 8227 1300.
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Notices

Coming events at St James’ and
other important notices

This morning’s conductor

Myanmar Emergency Appeal
Act for Peace Christmas Bowl

Friends of Music Membership
for 2022

Double Your Impact!
A generous ABM donor has increased the
offer by $5,000 to match $ for $ for the
first $15,000 of donations received!

– Anthony Naake

Flower Arrangers Needed
Who is My Neighbour?
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Notices

Coming events at St James’ and
other important notices

St James’ Foundation
Distributions

New Book in the Shop
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A Prayer for a Broken World
Almighty God, creator, and preserver of our world,
we pray for peace, justice, and compassion for those in need.
Have mercy on our broken and divided world
and banish the spirit that makes for war.
We pray especially for all affected by the escalating turmoil
and tragic events in Afghanistan, the ongoing conflict in Myanmar,
and the many other places where there is conflict and persecution.
Restrain the forces of evil and protect the vulnerable –
especially women and children,
as well as those who seek refuge from oppression and death.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who went to the cross for those in need of salvation. Amen.
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Please send any notices for inclusion
in the Parish News to the office by
Tuesday morning.

Parish of St James’ King Street

What’s on this week
Monday to Friday

Wednesday
*
Friday
*
*

Saturday
*

Callum Knox (Organ)
Sunday 26 December
First Sunday after Christmas

8:00am Holy Eucharist
10:00am Choral Eucharist*
Preacher:

*
•
•

Assoc Prof Michael Horsburgh, AM

